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NEVER AGAIN ISSUE NUMBER ONE 
Editorial 


Some time ago | was listening to a ‘87 CBGB’s 
show of a very famous and classic SE band. At 
some point the singer went like : “Hardcore is a 
movement, not a fucking fashion!“. And | went 
like Wow! , cos | came to think of who the same 
guy is now. He has changed a lot since then and 
has went his own way, now playing ina band (well 
known all over), which as he says could never be 
described as a hardcore one. His personality is 
widely discussed by kids who got nothing else to 
do and a whole lot of bullshit is going down on 
him.However, | guess that in a way he stayed true 
to the scene he loves so much. 

Well,who that guy is, is of no importance at 
all; what matters is that a similar to his story can 
be told about the European hardcore scene.Just 
like him it changed a lot.Some turned away and 
headed their own way, others stayed true and 
kept on spreading the message. None of them 
can be blamed,cos they all had their share in 
the making of the scene’s history. Some time 
passed and then came what now some proudly 
refer to as the ,, new school wave". It had its nega- 
tive and positive effects. Some say it was better 
that way, others hate it, but the point is that it 
was inevitable and had to happen sooner or later. 
So the story comes to an end a couple of years 
after that , with the Euro hardcore scene at 
present - conquered by mindless trends, com- 
mercialism, negativism , blind radical and right- 
wing attitude... should | go on? 

Perhaps some would come up with different in- 
terpretations, but | guess mine is a rather true one. 
However, the story ’ s end will always be one and 
the same - our scene is on the downslide Those 
who still refuse to or cannot see it , are either ex- 
tremely dumb , or fucking blind!!! Face it! It's high 
time we cutthe bullshit , cos incase you don ’t realise 
it : we are digging our own scene's grave and spit- 
ting on everything said not that long ago.Consider 
this as an admonition. 

This zine is actually the sequence of a dead 

. CO wr newsletter, which | used to do.| had to quit its miser- 
Co... rr -. > | ey ae able existence due to money deficiency,so an apol- 
| | ogy goes out to those who have ordered the last 
issue,which never came out. Anyway, for the first is- 
sue | have compiled some interesting , | guess, 
interviews, articles and information.These really de- 
serve your attention , so give up sometime and learn 
something atleast. Read onand enjoy ...if you can. 
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make sure you read this,so you don’t complaint 
a In case you disagree e with any of the articles 
published in here , you ought to know that I don’t 
give a fat fuck! However , if you really want to ex- 
press your disapproval or disagreement , bother the 
one who has written the article. | got nothing to do 
with the opinion expressed , though I may agree with 
it. Same goes for what is said in the interviews - it’s 
the band / person’s own saying . Still , if your reac- 
tion is not only swears , makes sense and you very 
much want me to know about it , go ahead and send 
it over. 





VI Reviews are not always positive, cos I’m not re- 
ally the one to kiss ass , and I guess same rules for 
Chris and Alex who do reviews too. Still if your stuff 
does not suck extremely you won’t be fucked over. 
So if you still feel like doing it ,send your product for 
an honest review. 

1 Contributions are more than welcome.If you got 
something constructive to say ,want info about your 
scene in here or want to submit anything else that’s 
worth its space ,drop a line and we'll see about it. 

M Advertising rates are normal , I guess, so inter- 
ested bands, labels, zines, distributions, e#c. should 
write and ask for such . Submitions for review se- 
cure a normal sized ad.Otherwise prices go like this : 
1/4 page costs $ 8. Half page costs $ 15. Whole page 
s $ 20. and the back page could be yours for $ 
25.That’s it . I think the prices are reasonable, but | 
don’t force you to like it so I don’t care if you dis- 
agree or something. Also from next issue on , space 
will be available for classifieds. Price is one dollar 
and there’s no word limit ,but please do not write 
poems and love stories. 


i Spread people’s flyers and send back their 
stamps! Otherwise know that you truly suck and 
deserve only shit . Basically that’s all I have to say, 
though I am sure I missed out on something , but it’s 
always like that . Send mail and contributions to: 


«NEVER AGAIN Fanzine: 


c/o Jordan : Schipchensky prohod str. 
# 7-13.BL228A . AP29. cue id Lill, 





ing hand, support and respect. 


Bulgaria. Europe . Earth. 


(if you don’t want your mail to be opened or stolen, 
you don't have to mention the zine’s name.If sending 
money, do it in registered mail and try to hide it well. 
Cash only! No checks or money orders!). 
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Here is the place to say thanx and give 


respect to those who deserve it: my bro Chris 
tian Meanstream , Emo Human Mask (for his trust 


and helping hand) , Sarah (who doesn’t care) TWT, 
Sofia Straight Edge Crew - Alex , Victor, Polly, Ilko, 
Emo and Pesho Inky Dragon Tattoos, [lia CroMag , 
hardcore Pizza Crew (Varna -always helping out) , 
Marin , Mony and Delian Face Up! (for showing the 
way), Krassy and Mitko Forward & Stand X Strong 
(for the great times) ,Vesko Z Stand X Strong / 
Jamen , Max and Gele Strategy X , Mimi, Iry, 
Eugenia , Nasso (wazup dude!). Shoutout to all the 
he people and bands in Eastern Europe , especially: 
Unison , Meanstream , Last Hope , Human Mask, 
Face UP!, Definite Choice , Unison, Austerity, 
Dead Ideas , Stonewall (rip) , Indignity, Turndown, 
Strategy X , Outrage and all the others! 

My Bro’s Marko and Aca Choice , Stole and 
Kuzman Unison,Cobe and Aref Austerity , Mihajlo 
sk8 king ,.crazy Bane and Lala Hitman , Yann 
“workahollic” Boisleve (for his love), Fred ’can’t 
beat a commie” Falzon , Manuel (still to get fucked 
bro!) Creating Consciousness, Jannie Maes, Aaron 
Racial Abuse , George Set work’, all those who write 
to me and support me in any way,the ones who aren’t 
in here but feel they got to. 

I also feel obliged to say a big get fucked and 
die! to the following scum: the fuckheads who ru- 
ined the scene. L’n’F and similar fucks (for making 
profit out of people’s pure enthusiasm) , Tom and Bart 
SCC Belgium (you know why,virgins!), all the tough 
guy wannabes, 315 Dickhead Crew, all pro-lifers and 
similar right-wing fuck-ups, life. 

I want to dedicate the first issue of my fanzine 


to my_bro Christian Meanstream for his love, help- 
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It has become quite trivial to write about women in 
the hardcore scene.However, despite all the 
talking, attitude towards them has not changed that 
much. Instead of doing boring band interviews , I 
thought it would be better to give the mic to Laura 
and see what she’s got to say. The result was a pretty 
good and interesting talk, here it is, hope you like It. 


NA ‘So you put outissue two of your zine some 
time ago.How are things going on with that? 
Laura: The response was brilliant.Most importantly my 
penpals have said nice things about Synthesis II and it 
has been really encouraging.Copies have been going 
fast as well. I’ve had single orders from as far away as 
Turkey and there must be nearly a dozen kids distroing 
issue two all over Europe.The most rewarding thing I 

can do is communicate with people and putting out a 
zine, I think, is the best means of communication in the 
hard core scene. 
NA: The Labour Party won the last elections 
in your country.Don’t you think that it’s a pub- 
lic secret they will not do anything good for 
the common people who believe in and vote 
for them ... instead they would rather keep on 
promising this and that. Besides that,what is 
your point on voting?Do you think it can help 
common people get something useful out of 
the party they give their vote for? 
L: They have now been in the government for a month 
and a half. I have to admit that I have been impressed 
(inspite of my cynicality and politics ) by many of the 
things they have been getting up to. The Labour Party 
was formed nearly a century ago and it was intended to 
be primarily the party of the “common people”.In re- 
cent years,it has been no secret that the party’s politics 
have shifted to the middle-right and that the party lead- 
ership have sought to be the party most supported by 
“middle England” ( middle class,non- radical ).The 
“New” Labour Party has no socially or economically 
radical outlook or policy.The adherents to the party’s 
new stance are ultra-bourgeois, anti-socialist and have 
a snobbish fear and hatred of what you call “common 
people”. I have met some of these people and they are 
unpleasant young, self-centered careerists, who are the 
political inheritors of Tatcherism. Nevertheless, a few 
progressive policies are beginning to filter down includ- 
ing anti-hunt and pro-gay legislation. 

Parties can be pressed to represent interest groups 

through financial donations, lobbying , organisation , 


activism,use of media attention, etc. But it can be a lot- 
tery whether this works or not and some causes are 
doomed to failure. For instance in Britain today, any 
movement, connected with economical social justice 
or labour movements, is so disenfranchised that the 
“working classes” can certainly be called an 
underclass.Some radical left-wing MPs are elected , but 
they are either ignored or considered a liability in the 
party while consigned to the back benches. 
Anarchists have always kept many goals in the fire 
and often campaigned for improvements within the poli 
tical system. People who ultimately want the system 
overthrown have taken part in civil-rights movements, 
campaigned for changes in the laws, appeals of court 
verdicts, etc. However, many anarchists see voting as a 
completely separate issue. Suddenly on polling day press 
ing for positive change ( or the lesser of evils or the best 
of a bad lot ) becomes consent to be governed and op- 
pressed. It is a good argument by many ways, but I can’t 
take a strong stance on vote-boycotting.This is far from 
a black and white issue; for instance when the most evil 
of the evils on offer is a fascist candidate. [ would find 
it difficult to resist voting against such a person! 
Furthermore I am very fond of fringe candidates 

and parties, particularly in Britain which has a fine tra- 
dition of bizarre fringe parties and single-issue candi- 
dates. This year’s General Election had a record num- 
ber of these and this is surely a reflection of the growing 
awareness that the main parties are unrepresentative, 
undemocratic and useless. Some were joke candidates 
(six-foot drag queen “Miss Moneypenny” ) who took 
the piss out of the whole election process and the people 
who considered themselves “serious candidates”. Some 
were local issue parties who formed to draw attention 

to issues, problems or corruption in their area or local 

government . Some were even secessionist parties who 

asserted that their town, county, nation, country should 

be independent and self-governing. The increased num- 

bers and support for some of these indicated (and en- 

couraged ) a rise in such ideas of liberty. In at least one 

glorious example, two fringe parties helped to split the 

vote and prevent right-wing radical bastard Michael 

Portillo from being re-elected and from almost certainly 

becoming leader of the Conservative Party. Lawrence 

Livermore wrote that every vote for a third party sends 

a message. It is without a doubt that tactical voting was 

the order of the 1997. General Election.Conservatives 
voted against their party in protest, Liberal Democrats 
voted Labour and vice versa in or der to prevent Conser- 
vative re-elections; the Scottish removed every conser- 
vative MP from their political map, and at the same 
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‘time Conservative local Councillors were elected j inor- 
der to ensure that Labour does not have complete and — 
utter hold on local politics as well .Gay people voted for 
- debate is intellectually stimulating. 

NA: In #2 of your zine you have a Doughnuts 
interview. Personally | think it’s great to have 


in ger 
gene thyougt gl zir 
agar zine S 


Say my zine seems non- political, [have to ask: precise 
what aspect of politics do they think | am lea\ 


burn it down!”, but that is a bit pointless and I can ¢ 
press the same sentiments by simply writing my name 
with a circled -A. I want the zines that I read to be poli 
tical , so that I know where the editor stands , but I don’t 
need them boring. me with the same old “torturing ani 





Labour inspite of the Lib Dems having a more progres- 
sive stance, because they wanted the Conservatives out. 


A journalist, named Martin Bell ,was elected as an In-_ 
_dependent because the people wanted to get rid of their — 
Conservative MP who had been caught taking 
bribes. Tactical voting for fringe parties does not usu- 


ally get ie aries ee hel beli 
















dent aechigt Bachata is not anathine: I like to do 7 
although I think. expression of opinion is a 20. : 
With my zine | take it for granted that the readers are ~ 
straight edge, politically radical (anarchist/anti- fasci 

etc.). Therefore my zine is not a forum for: Saying * you 


should go SE because...” there’s a no pot in such 
WO ‘won't get into. 





out, etc., because these are genuine areas ae atovene | 
There also has to be a limit on this sort of political app. 


roach, however,because it pisses me off that SE kids of 
fen get wrapped up in scene politics and imagine that ‘ 





the scene even while these splits remain. 


Patel Synthesis, Ihave particularly | looked at m polit : 
cal interest in transport (bicycles) and femini | 
also touched on things that may or may no 
‘ered “political” such as veganism and suy 
-mal rights prisoners. | personally think tha 
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1S political and politics i isin everything 


could say: “We have a government and it’s sh $0 let’s” 


; mals is bad” or “people | who drink suck ” repetition. _ 
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litical artic 
‘at the political stance 1s agreeable.It may be neces- 














f expres a disapproval | of the lack of DIY pint in ike : 
Swedish SE scene,but some people would have pre- 
thing. S 
“about Victory except that it was only recently that 1 
heard what a nau ghty label it is. Admittedly I don’t do 








: s Ti am not the a pe to talk about such things. i 


: a far as I can tell. Nina and Green ee § eee 


“J would like to SS features i in my zine on & Pe . : 
| a ‘said, true punks are a minority and most people buying 
Or listening to hardcore,going to shows,ete. are just shal- 


le be well -written and well-argued than it is 


ary to challenge the stance , but at least the level of 


all-girl bands in the scene , but it is fucked 
when they get attention only cos of this fact. 
Like, you know, D. N. are on Victory,cos most 
kids ‘would buy them , while they got almost 
nothing constructive to say.So how do you 


ye - : = _ feel about this? 
NA: You are involved ia the ‘Anarchist Move: a 
-ment,t: guess. If so,how is that reflected in you 
vanetory ee re not into pang aly i cali issues 


Li Eve had a lot of crificism for ® interviewing Doth 








‘nuts, ® not calling them on their shit, ®not writing a nega 
tive enough disclaimer for the interview. I usually find 
band interviews horribly boring, and the fact is that I 
‘wanted to bring in some issues that are not often dis 
f cussed in zines and particularly band interviews.In par : 
D. ticular I wanted to ask about gender politics in Scandina 
_ via, attitudes towards BU, etc. | ee it ene 













ferred if this was done more forcefully. What can I say 


as much research as I perhaps should about what bands 
, labels , etc. aren’t DIY , but that’s a bigger issue L 


I have also noted that boehnat always give crap 


‘interviews but as a matter of fact | am pretty keen on. 


their lyrics. In “The Age Of The Circle” I thought it 
was awesome to hear about Sex and physicality Hom a 


“millitant female point of view. | 

NA: Now let’s switch to a different topic. It’s 

inthe real world. We will never be completely united | on > 

all political nuances ( just look at all the factions of ‘ 

‘commu nism that have been bickering among them- 

selves for 80 years ). And we will have to look outside _ 
se _the way things are going in the scene7If you 


obvious that lately the scene has become full 


of commercialism and fashion , and people 
are asking how the fuck didit happen and how 


long is it going to last.What do you think of 


hink something is / went wrong , what is it? 












aunched quite « bit of this alien force in the scene. 1 


isely “expected commercialism to die down with the passing of 
the grunge fad,but it seems that every youngster wants to 


ye Alternative ™ © at the moment and it could be a fin 


de siecle thing or it could be an aspect of postmodemnity, 
~ which will hang around quite awhile longer The way we 


are dealing with it at the moment is of course witch-hun- 
ting bands, people,ete. who are percieved as having self- 
‘ish motives. | don’t think this will destroy people like. 


S LnF completely,because there are So many posers who. 


never apply ethics to their musical tastes.Indeed,as you 


_low rich kids looking fora good time and a way to shock. 




















: the process of thinking, Iti is ; more important t that a | po- eee parents. I think we will have to keep our heads s down 





qi 


and hope all this passes soon. 

NA:The issue of sexism in the hardcore scene 
is very important to all of us. A lot has been 
said, but don't you think that still a lot seem to 
remain only with the words in their mouth and 
actually don’t do shit? 

L: We have a situation, which may be unique in the world 
and in history that our scene is ( at least in theory ) pro 
gressive when it comes to gender equality, anti-sexism, 
etc. while at the same time women are a minority and 
few women are prominent in hardcore.The result of this 
is that our stance on gender issues is never applied to 
real life in or outside of the scene. Boys in bands spout 
a lot of gender rhetoric,but consistently fail to even com- 
prehend how this stance might affect every aspect of 
behaviour. 

Hc kids wishy washy passive and rhetorical libera 
lism which comes from the bourgeois background that 
most of us are lucky enough 
to have.It is very easy for teen- 
age hc boys to read some radi- 
cal feminist comment in a 
zine and say: “Yeah , right 
on!”, but these same boys 
may find an active challenge 
to their preconceptions very 
threatening. Riot Grrl may be 
the single, most socially pro 
gressive aspect of punk/hc, 
even more so than veganism 
or SE abstinence. No anti- 
government lyrics or “Fire 
storm” even touches the po- 
litical aspect of women storm 
ing a stage naked as a group and stopping me show. It’ ll 
take more direct activism to shake passive hardcore kids 
out of their shallow liberalism. 

NA:Let’s switch topics again.Being a woman, 
how do you feel about the way guys dance at 
hardcore gigs? Does it bother you? | person- 
ally think if women want to get “ the same 
treatment as men“, they should share the con- 
sequences of the pit too.What’s your point 
here? 
L: I’m afraid I will have to begin by challenging your patri- 
archal viewpoint. Feminism does not fight for “the same 
treatment as men”, but egalitarianism of rights, oportunities, 
social position and economic and poltical power among all 
people.Change your statement around to say “men should 
have the same treatment as women” and you will see the 
preconceptions behind such a statement. 

The pit, the pit,the pit.Well, I always loved slam- 
ming stagediving,etc.[t was only in the last couple of years 
(at SE metal shows ) that I first came in contact with “vio 
lent’ dancing. I will also challenge the idea that as a wo 
man | am likely to have a particular viewpoint on the 
matter. Violence in the scene is an issue for any punk who 
attends a show.Most of us have an opinion on the matter 
and hopefully everyone’s opinion is unique. 

I have noticed that the people being “violent” in 

the pit are all boys, and I also certainly believe that punch- 
ing kicking, etc. is more to do with wanting to be “ma- 
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cho” rather than wanting to dance, havean energy re- 
lease. The most disturbing thing about people who get 
into the pit and thrash around injuring everybody else, 
is that it’s self-centered,anti-social and anomic.It seems 
to me that this is the kind of person who gets into a gig 
without paying and nicks stuff off the record stalls. That 
sort of individualism belongs on the board of a multina- 
tional corporation and not in the hardcore scene. 
NA:Are you part of that European Straight 
edge sisterhood thing? Let people know more 
about it.What’s the goal and how are things 
going on lately? 
L:I hope to collect a list of SE women all over Europe. 
Lately I’ve been finding more SE women around Eu- 
rope and there are more of us than I expected. We’re all 
going to go to V’n’Vis fest and keep the H8000Crew 
and any commercialist tossers out of the festival. 
NA: | doubt the latter statement pretty 
much,but anyway. 
When is the promised 
( by you know who ) 
firestorm finally com- 
ing? 
L:You may be aware that 
Britain has the highest 
propor tion (and I think the 
fastest growing ) of vegetar- 
ians in the Western world 
(there are more in Hindu 
countries ob viously ).Veg- 
anism as well is getting in- 
creasingly prominent. Every 
supermarket carries soy- 
margarine,the bigger ones 
even have vegan ice cream . Apart from the consumer 
side,more and more of all ages are gaining in awareness 
of and sympathies with animal rights/anti-cruelty issues. 
Right-wing bastards who would spit at a homeless per- 
son in the street still turn out to block veal calves from 
being deported to France.Of course it’s a well known soci 
al phenomenon that English people care more about ani- 
mals than people (and I’m not joking! ). 
As far as I can tell, most people go veggie for ethical 
reasons, although many are dropping red meat for the 
health reasons.Oh ,and the current government has sug- 
gested a ban on hunting . These trends are all going to 
continue in Britain and elsewhere.The only problems will 
be when there’re conflicts with the interests of capitalism 
( of course). Arthur C. Clarke reckons that in a couple of 
hundred years the whole world will have gone vegan in 
order to be economical with the planet’s resources. It 
wouldn’t surprise me. Obviously none of this is a firestorm, 
but the pace of change is getting rapider all the time. 
NA: Do you feel like saying anything else you 
couldn’t up to now? ae 
L: “Only a life lived for the others is worth living” - 
Albert Einstein. 
You can contact Laura at: 
LBATROSS/LAURA 
4 CAPLE ROAD . LONDON . NW10 
SAB. UK. 
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The anti-immigrant campaigns are 

numerous and we hear all this xeno- 
phobic propaganda through the me- 
dia. A common point in the following 
three reports is their xenophobia. Ac- 
cording to them thousands of clandes- 
tine people invade France (Philibert- 
Sauvage report on immigration) and 
are responsible for the social security 
deficit as well as the state budget defi- 
cit (Courson -Leonard report). The 
club of immigrant workers is, accord- 
ing to Cug’s report, a zone of dealing 
and disease. For twenty years now 
the right and left governments have 
hardened the xenophobic legislation. 
Philibert’s report leads to the project 
of Debre’s law in order to fight the clan 
destine immigration.His purposes are: 
®@ a strict control on visas. @ creation 
of a file of people who lodge 
foreigners.@ reinforcement of the 
mixed marriage suspicious. @ access 
to health care only in very urgent 
cases. 

Actually it's the administration that 
creates clandestine people by refus- 
ing the renewal of stay cards the ques- 
tion of family regrouping and children 
born in France.The Toubon -Debre 
project can even lead to the suppres- 
sion of the French nationality of a per- 
son, who is an immigrant, and crimina 
lize people hepling a person whose 
card has been taken by the state. 

The eviction machine works 
good. The principle of the double pen- 
alty allows to evict to their own coun- 
try people who have done offence af- 
ter their stay in prison;not forgetting 
the tripple penalty which affects the 
sick people jailed in France- sen- 
tenced to eviction in their own coun- 
try where they can be treated prop- 
erly and are simply condemned to 


.death.France also evicts political 


refugees, not caring what can happen 
to them in their native country. 

Due to this some people decided 
to act and fight for their rights The first 
thing to do for someone in illegal situ- 


-ation is to stay as invisible as 


possible.Such people wanted to 
break out of this unbearable 
Situation,cos following an ID 
control,they could be evicted at any 
time.Such procedure is usual ly done 
according to color of skin, cos these 
are mainly the cases when one is 
illegal.But with this action immigrants 
took the risk of being evicted right 
away. 

On the morning of March 18th 300 
African people, with about 100 or so 
children,occupied the “Saint 
Ambroise” church in Paris, in order to 
ask for the regularization of their 
cards. Among them were foreign stu- 
dents, children born after Pasqua’s 
law, threatened to be evicted with their 
parents, parents of French children, 
husband or wife of French person or 
of one in a legal situation.On March 
22nd they were forced out of the 
church by riot cops and went to 
“Jappy” gymnasium,in the same dis- 
trict. They were welcomed by a the- 
atre in Vincennes and then went in a 
rail company’s warehouse. May 2 nd- 
43 men and 13 women began a hun- 
ger strike,which they quit on May 
22nd.On June 26th the government's 
answer was announced -from 205 
files reopened, only 22 were given 
Stay cards for one year only;the other 
had to leave within a month. But this 
only gave them more strength and 
they decided to fight for their dignity, 
refusing the cards for the 22 people. 

On July 5th 10 people began anew 
hungerstrike. August23 th -about 
1000 cops smashed the church’s door 
and evicted the Africans together with 
all the people who were present there 
to support them.The Africans were 
jailed in a retention center in 
Vincennes.On the same day a dem- 
Onstration was organised by 
Republique Un til Nation and about 
20 000 people walked to the reten- 
tion center, where despite the tear gas 
thrown at them by the police,they 
stayed until midnight. 

There were gatherings on August 





25th, when the celebration of Paris 
was,in front of the townhall-where 
cops took good care of the demon- 
Strators -and later on the administra- 
tion court, where the sentences of the 
Africans were pronounced.One was 
knocked down by a van (with some of 
the prisoners inside) while trying to 
Stop it,and other four were violently 
arrested and sent to court. 

On August 28th a demonstration 
with 15 000 participants took place. 
Thre was a fight around “Saint Ber- 
nard” church and riot cops threw tear 
gas right away. The demo didn’t split 
as planned, but went on until 
Belleville.Cops closed the headquar- 
ters and began to bludgeon people 
(demonstrators and homeless living in 
the streets). Then commando - troops 
were sent to two pubs- one at “Bar 
Hotel” at Menilmontant,where 30 
people were arrested,and at “Zorba” 
pub,where the cops’ inter vention was 
more violent and three people were 
more or less seriously injured.On 100 
Or so arrested there were 11 indict 
ments. 

The Africans were freed from the 
retention center thanx to the good law- 
yer, but they are still in an illegal 
situation. The struggle goes on! This 
movement lead to some debates on 
the Pasqua-law, the future project of 
this law, and on the real condition in 
which such people live. During and 
following these actions other people 
deci ded to fight and some support gro 
ups were formed. 

Not all of the action is covered in 
this article,as there was at least one 
everyday. I was helped out by publi 
cations in No Pasaran, Action,and in 
formations on the web. 


This article was written by. 
Eric Wawrzyn.Contact at 88 


Avenue Aristide Briand 92 
120. Montrouge. France. 
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X UNISON 


¢ BELGRADE HARDCORE ° 


Here comes a talk with my good friends Stole (Milos) 
and Srdjan from the Serbian band UNISON. The guys were 
formerly members of other bands (Stonewall and Stand 
Point) where they should have stayed, in my opinion, but 
who cares! 


NA: So wazup and how are you doing lately? How's 
the band going? 


Stole: Dobro je!The band is fine,thanks, and we are 
on vacation right now.Our label payed for a vacation 


in Hawall. 


NA: You said your seven inch is out already and that you 
were going to record for a new vinyl appearance. Tell the 
readers something more about this and what have the 


reactions been so far. 

Stole: Yes we have recor 
ded ten new songs and 
we hope we will be able 
to put them out some- 
how but we are not sure 
yet. The seven inch has 
been out for five months 
now and we still don’t 
know how people react 
to it, because the guy 
who put the seven inch 
out lives in Holland and 
he sells it over there. We 
have like 80 copies to 
sell and so far we have 
sold forty. It is pretty 
fucked , because there 
are no shops or similar 
things here , and we 
haven’t contacted any 
distribution yet , so it’s 
a success that we have 
managed to sell that much (such) muthafuck Swole! 


NA: UNISON is obviously a straight edge band. Is straight 
edge the main message you want to spread or are there 
other things you want to bring people’s attention to? Also 
what does the name “Unison” stand for? 


Stole: Unison obviously isn’t a straight edge band 
anymore, because 3/ 4 of the band don’t consider 
themselves straight edge. So straight edge isn’t our 
message anymore.The lyrics are now way more per- 
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sonal ,with some political ones here and there. If 
someone can relate to them, that’s ok ,but we are defi- 
nitely not out to preach anything or to say do this, 
don’t do that. I guess our lyrics are for us and after 
that the audience. The name of the band stands for 
some kind of togetherness, community or something 
like that. 

NA: Since | know you guys well enough , | can surely 
say that as individuals and as a band too , you stand 
aside from politics. Don’t you think that it is very im- 
portant for us all to pay more attention to this issue? It 
is stupid and useless to limit our visions to straight 
edge , veganism _, etc. only .cos we all live in reality, 


not some third dimen- 

sion. 

Stole: Yeah, but we 

don’t have the money 

to pay the attention, ha 

ha ha!!! What about this 

one Jordan?! We, as in- 

dividuals, are not that 

apolitical. You know we 

had demonstrations for 
about three months 

here and the whole 
band was involved in 
the protests. There’s 
enough shit we have to 
deal with over here, so 
we cannot sing that 
much about world 
problems,when we 
have too much of them 
here. We try to sing 
about what bothers us 
at the moment, but on the other hand people seem to 
be interested only in stagediving and music, so they 
don’t seem to pay much attention anyway. We are 
more interested about our own social and political 
situation, than some multinationals abusing their 
workers. 

About veganism / vegetarianism , we have a song 
on our sven inch , but that’s as far as we’ll sing about 
that, with all the killings in ex- Yugoslavia or Afgani 
stan or anywhere. It’s rather ignorant to sing about 
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killing humans to save animals. 
NA: Ok .Stole, | know that the problem with sexism is 


Quite an issue to you. What do you think about sexism 
in the hardcore scene?So many words have been said, 
but somehow the attitude doesn’t seem to change. 


Stole: Well ,you can never change anyone if s/he does 
not want to change him / herself. We have songs about 
sexism and we try to tell people what we think is 
wrong with it. But we are glad that we managed to 
change ourselves and who knows, maybe in time our 
songs will help someone change too. 


NA: Let’s change the topic here. Would you say that 
bands from less-known countries are being neglected. 
Like for example , in Eastern Europe there are so many 
great bands, who never get any attention , while lotsa 
uncapable bands who have nothing new to offer , beco 
me famous just because they are from famous and 


fashionable scenes. What's your point quys? 
Stole: Well , you are definitely right, but I think it’s 


important that the bands from e.g. eastern countries 
realize they have to try ten times harder than any US 
melodicore band. I know it’s a little unfair that many 
good bands get overlooked because they aren’t from 
Syracuse or So Cal , but that’s the way it’s going to 
be, so we got to live on with it. 

We (Unison) are trying to get our name known, so 
we write to people all over the world , send tapes or 
anything that can help us in any way possible. For ex- 
ample right now we’re trying to organise some shows in 
Hungary , maybe Austria , and we’d like to play to you 
and Christian in your fucking beds asshole , if it’s pos- 
sible ... (ed - | guess we can arrange that!). We only ask 
for travel expences and some free dope, he he! 


NA: Well, time for some fun here. My fave question : 





what happens if Karl of E.C. meets Choke of Slapshot 
and tries to firestorm him ? 
Stole: We all know that Karl gets his teeth deep in- 


side his stomach ,but it’s possible that Choke looses 
a couple of his tattoos. But I’m sure that afterwards 
they’Il go have a couple beers together. 

NA: Ok, now seriously.How do you look at the 


commercialisation of hardcore over the last years?Can 
you think of any particular reasons for that? 


Srdjan: I don’t find much good in the fact that all 
the hardcore superstars went to major labels in search 
of “wider distribution and spreading the message to 
a wider audience” = money ! I have heard some in- 
Sane rumours about some bands reforming and it re- 
ally hurts my head. I’d like if it would come to a 
situation in hardcore that was at the end of the eight- 
ies, but it seems that’s the destiny of hardcore - to be 
as popular as brit-pop for instance. 

Stole: Well , | don’t really know.On one hand it’s 
wrong , I think , and we should keep it underground. 
But on the other, it’s cool if you put some good mes- 
sage and spread it to people.The issue is so huge and 
it wouldn’t be enough explained if we write a whole 
book about it. So in my opinion, it has two sides 
(like all things) one is good and the other bad. It’s 
just a matter of how we will use the situation. 

And as I know hardcore stands for a change! We 
cannot change anything from under the ground, we talk 
about openness, yet we are so closed ... We talk about 
strugle and revolution , yet we are afraid to reach 


“With all the kill- 
ings in ex- Yugoslavia 
and Afganistan or 
anywhere it is rather 
ignorant to sing 
about killing humans 
to save animals!” 


wider number of people. There’s so many people who 
don’t even know that straight edge exists. Even huge 
number of people don’t even know that on this earth 
there are people who don’t eat meat!!! So I think that 
if you want to spread a positive message , and you 
put some spot for that purpose , you should not care 
what Maximum RnR or HeartAttack will say. We are 
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all different and obviously have different aspects of 
how to act. We all have OUR WAYS! Those are some 
of the good causes, but unfortunately there are so many 
bad ones that we all know. 

But if you think about bands like CI'V,Quicksand, 
etc. well , I ain’t talking about them ,also I’m not think- 
ing about them ( not that I don’t listen to them) but I 
don’t talk about someone who ts zillions of miles away 
from me. I don’t know them so who gave me the right to 
talk about them ! I heard people talking that they are sell 
outs... well ,that’s possibl , but why rumours? We have 
two options: first - to listen to them and second - not to 
listen to them . There are actually no reasons for gossips. It 
just divides us all.What is true only time will tell .Until 
then I think that we all should cut off our big tongues!!! 


NA: How do you see the hardcore scene in the near 
future - getting better or worse? 


Stole: I don’t think about the future, but just for now and 
I really don’t care about what will happen with hardcore 
in the future. I only care about me and my band. I play 
hardcore, cos I like hardcore the most and I sing about 
things that I find it’s worth to sing for. As long as I feel 
love for it , I will do it. | won’t vow that I will be true ‘till 
death , cos I think it’s useless. You shouldn’t limit your- 
self to anything. NO RULES !( just be yourself ). 


NA: Feel free to say whatever you want . but didn’t get 
asked for.Unison’s message? 


Stole: Well ,as I don’t have anything smart that right 
now comes to my mind ( or Srdjan’s ) I will finish the 
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interview here.Thanks very much for giving us the 
chance to speak out. Expect more vynils / CDs from 
Unison. 

Srdjan: This interview was done on 25. 07. 1997 in 
Belgrade. Answered by Srdjan (drummer ) and Stole 
(vocalist and poem writer ). The Unison seven inch is 
5 DM (postage is not included in this price), also 
distribution price is 5 DM too , cause Unison try to 
make this piece of plastic as cheaper as we can. Thanks 
for ordering and check out Jordan and Christian 
-Thanx Jordan. 


You can contact UNISON at the follow- 
ing two addresses : * Stosic Milos - 
~ Marsala Birjuzova 12. 11000 
Belgrade. Yugoslavia. 


*or e 


 Srdian Kuzmanovie - Jove Ilica 32, ; 
_. 11000.Belgrade.Yugoslavia. 
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NA :So Jan , how are you doing lately and what is 
going on in the Dutch scene? 

Jan: I’m doing really good at the moment.The 
things and people that mean a lot to me are doing 
pretty well , so... I guess the scene is doing pretty 
good too.There are a lot of new, interesting bands 
like Oil , Reveal , Vitamin X , Sober Response and 
some others.The last two gigs I went to were pretty 
nice, a very good athmosphere. Most people were 
being really friendly instead of trying to be cool 
and tough. 








NA_: The fourth issue of your zine Selfworth was re- 


? 
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eased some time ago with a touch, more personal than 
before. What have the reactions been so far? 

Jan: So far almost all reviewers said that they liked 
it, but I guess I shouldn’t give too much value to some 
of these reviews. Mostly because the same people 
who say they love my zine, also love some silly 
American hardline zine. What are their words worth 
then , huh? I simply make this zine for myself,and if 
other people like it, then that’s nice. But it’s not my 
goal to please others as long as I simply love it , then 
I’m content with it! 


NA :What exactly is your goal with Selfworth? 


Jan: It’s not about the scene! It’s simply 
about making me feel good. It feels so good to hold a 
creation of my own in my hands.In everyday life I’m 
not able to create very much.... I’m simply produc- 
ing (and making money for my boss). And in a way 
this zine and other activities (like doing gigs and a 
Dutch poem zine ) are a good way to get away from 
the drag of everyday life. 


NA: Why the name “SELFWORTH” and will the next 
issues be even more personal? 


Jan: “Selfworth” is just a nice name I made up three 
years ago,and I stuck to it. At this moment it has no 
deeper meaning to me. But like Shakespeare said: 
*What’s in a name? If we would call a rose with 














diffe rent name, it would still smell as sweet and look 
as good!” (I hope I remembered it right.). I don’t 
know how it will turn out in two or three issues. | 
mean , I simply write down what I feel and think. It’s 
not like I’m sitting in my room and I say: “the next 
issue will be emo!” It’s just the way it works out,it 
depends on what is on my head lately. 


NA: OK, let’s talk about 
commercialism.What is your view on the present 
state of our scene regarding the wave of commer- 


cialism_? Jan: I think last year there 
were lotsa new people and bands coming in the scene 
with a “Biohazard” attitude. They really didn’t have 
a Clue of what it’s all about, but a thing I see last 


_months, is that lotsa people are doing it a hundred 


per cent DIY again and lotsa people are making clear 
statements about the DIY attitude,which is great! You 
can also feel it at concerts. People are being nice and 
friendly to each other instead of all the crap that was 
going on twelve months ago. Of course our scene is 
not perfect yet, but I’ve been feeling really good about 
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it lately. All that’s left to say is : Support the DO IT 
YOURSELF - thing , and let things stay a hundred 
per cent non -profit!!! 
NA: Another point of discussion are all these extreme 
trends in our European _ scene. Stuff like hardline, pro 
- life and “millitant vegan” - kind of shit How do you 
react on these issues? 

Jan: First of all I should say that I think there is place 
for different opinions and lifestyles in our scene. How 
boring would the scene be if everyone was the same? 
If somebody wants to be socialist, anarchist, vegan , 
vegetarian, pro-choice,pro-life,catholic or krsna , I 
guess that all that shouldn’t matter at least as long as 
people respect each other. Actually that’s where the 
dividing line between hardline and all other trends 
is. Hardliners want a world where there’s no place 
for my gay friends,where there’s no place for my 
meat eating mother, etc. (ed -actually the same would 
happen to their own mothers too,so I just can’t un- 
derstand how dumb they must be to wish all that shitty 
crap!). Hardline is the most stupid philosophy some- 
body has ever figured out! It’s almost as dumb and 
ignorant as fascism! I guess I can respect somebody 
else even though he/she has got an opinion different 
from mine. But as soon as they start to mistreat my 
friends, because of their beliefs , that’s where my 
respect ends. There is one more thing I would like to 
talk about. Veganism and vegetarianism are no solu- 
tions to any problems at all! Both are personal choices 
which people have to make themselves. There is no 
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such thing as “Vegan Revolution”! In socialist books 
there’s a talk about “lifestyle politics”, and so vegan- 
ism is a lifestyle which is healthy and saves animals’ 
lives, but is no solution to this system’s problems. 
Just like as some vegans like to say that meateaters 
are to be blamed for the food shortage in the Third 
World countries. (ed- the ones who’ve said that must 
be outstanding ignorant idiots!).That’s fucking 
bullshit!!! 


NA: The political issue has always been an important 
one in Selfworth. What is your message to those claim- 
ing that there is no place for politics in the hardcore 


scene? 


LS SR aM Nn ecole SIE 2 
Jan: I think that everything in 
our lives is in one way or another 
related to this system and poli- 
tics. I guess that the bigger part 
of the world’s population goes to 
work everyday , making money 
fora boss , who they don’t know 
has got to do with politics.That 
our environment is getting 
fucked up everyday,eventhough 
there are very clean alternatives, 
is because of politics. That 
people are mislead by informa- 
tion to serve big companies is 
because of politics (a good ex- 
ample here is the benefits of ve- 
ganism vs. the meat industry) . 
Almost every thing in this soci- 
ety is linked with politics, so ... 
if you really want to change any- 
thing, it has to be on a political basis. 


NA: What is your opinion on armed resistance ? Do 
ou justify t ctions carried out by such 


organisations as “The Grey Wolves” or “Hamas” ? 
Jan: Most ofthese organisations fight the injustice 
brought upon them and their own people, so in a way 
they fight against the system and its inequalities.In this 
aspect I support these groups, but it must also be pointed 
out that also there’re some really serious things wrong 
with it!First of all innocent people (could ) die! Sec- 
ondly, most of these organisations have no real solution , 
because they focus only on one issue. And third, these 
organisations very often have no support from the major- 
ity of people.They see themselves as “the big liberators”, 
but are nothing more than a small elite, sharing no sup- 
port from the normal people. And that’s quite logical if 
you look at the structure of such an organisation. 

Let’s have for example the IRA. Everything has to 
be kept in deep secret, there is no discussion, all deci- 
sions are made by a few chosen people. The majority of 
Irish people cannot be members of the IRA, because of 
fear of “leeks” and things getting exposed. Like I said 
armed resistance is good when it’s people fighting for 
their freedom (like in Mexico) ,but is too often nothing 
more than a bunch of “professional , intellectual soldiers” 
who think they can save their own people. So my criti- 
cism.towards these groups is not that they use violence; 
the use of violence is simply necessary to reach anything. 
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Even though sometimes the actions of “terror- 
ists” (like the papers would call them ) seem really 
violent, it is still nothing compared to the violence of 
this system, which doesn’t give a fuck about the tens 
of millions of people dying of starvation every year! 
Eventhough there are lakes of milk, piles of butter, 
storagerooms filled with meat, etc. That’s real vio- 
lence I think! Sending young people to die in filthy 
wars ... that’s the real violence!!! 

OK, here is the place to say any thing you want! 

Jan: I think people should spend more time and en- 
ergy in getting to know themselves better. Too often 
people follow one stupid trend after the other with- 
out really having an idea what 
they feel or think themselves. 


NA; | quess that's all. Thanx lot 


for your time! What can we ex- 
ect from Selfworth a ou i 


the near future? 

Jan: Selfworth #5 will be out 
by the time you read this. You 
can get it at my address or at 
the reliable European distribu- 
tions like Fuck You (Germany), 
Once So Close (Holland) , Em- 
power (Belgium) and most of 
my friends are selling some cop- 
ies too, so I guess you can also 
get it from Jordan (at least when 
the fucking postman doesn’t 
steal it again). If you ever see 
me at a gig , please come up talk 
to me, because I’m not cool, but 
I am nice, so...For those who 
can read Dutch and are inter- 
ested in poems, write me for one of our free copies of 
a new zine. For the rest , take care of yourself and 
your friends. Stay drugfree . Thank you Jordan for 
letting me say my stuff. 








Contact Selfworth zine at’: Jan Maes - 
Bosseryeldiaan 32. 6191 SK. Beek (L). . 
fo THE NETHERLANDS. 
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Actually this article is bla- 
tantly stolen to be reprinted from 
one of my most favourite zines 
ever- e€ !, | couldn’t find 
the time to write one myself,and 
since | very much wanted to put 
in something similar, an act of rob- 
bery was committed & here is the 


result. Hope Mike OU doesn’t 
mind. To all the readers: think 


about the subject discussed in here 
and please. consider political in- 
volvement. 











Sexism has become quite an 
issue in the HC-scene, which is 
basically really good. Neverthe 
less I’ve had some problems with 
many articles on that subject. I’ve 
come across for the simple reason 
that they were all based on the 
belief that the liberation of the fe- 
male sex could take place on the 
basis of our capitalist economic 
system. A kind of reformist theory 
which I doubt pretty much and 
which I will try to disprove in the 
course of this column. 

All social and juridical discri 
minations against women we find 
today , are basically due to the 
economic oppression of women in 
the modern single family. While 
the man takes part in social pro- 
duction and does “ the more im- 
portant, paid work”, which the 
entire family lives by, women are 
widely expected and coerced to 
care for the household. Their work 
is mainly centered around the 
husband’s or the family’s needs, 
so it’s not a socialized and public 
character and is more socially rec- 
ognized. So he is economically 
predominant. This, of course, has 
not always been that way. In the 


times of the gentile society - which 
existed on the evolutionary stages 
of savageness and barbarity of all 
human peoples...Celts, Germans, 
Indians, Greeks etc. - people were 
living together in extended fami- 
lies, collectives, with common 
communist house keeping , so ev- 
erything except the very personal 
things was owned by the collec- 
tive. 

There was a division of labour 
between man and woman. Man 


A WOMAN’S PLACE 


was generally responsible for 
making the food available, while 
woman had to care for the com 
munist housekeeping . Although 
woman’s work didn’t virtually dif- 
fer much from what she’s ex- 
pected to do in the household of 
today’s single families, she held a 
far higher social status, as there 
was a balanced economic equilib- 
rium between man and woman. 
As the housekeeping was commu- 
nist, woman’s work was not less 
im portant for the entire collective 
than man’s work (making the food 
available). 

The work she was doing had 
a public character, not a private 
like today. Due to the primitive 
forms of production , people were 
not able to accumulate any greater 
wealth apart from the necessities 
of life. This became only possible 
when agriculture and cattle-breed- 
ing were discovered. 

Since it was the man who was 
responsible for these new forms of 
produciion, it was him who in fact 
accumulated this new wealth , and 
consequently the economic equi- 
librium between man and woman 
became distorted. 


As man was aware of his new 
possibilities of accumulating 
wealth , he was from now on 
strongly concerned with finding 
ways of how he could defend it 
from the collective - since commu 
nist housekeeping prevailed it was 
all owned by the collective. He 
had to find smaller forms of the 
family, so that he could break the 
communist housekeeping , legally 
take hold of the new wealth he 
accumulated , transform it into 


private property and bequeath it 
to his sons. 

In order to consolidate the 
new proprietary right and law of 
succession , it came to a process 
which ended up in the abolition 
of the collective and the establish 
ment of the modern single family, 
comprising a man, his wife and his 
children. As communist house- 
keeping was abolished , woman’s 
social status sank more and more. 
The work she had been doing and 
which used to have a public char- 
acter was degraded to a private 
slave service in the single family. 
Also she was fulfilling the purpose 
of a birth-machine, in order to give 
birth to sons who could inherit the 
property and keep it in the pater- 
nal family line. 

Individual love was not of 
any importance as regards the de- 
velopment of the single family, its 
only purpose was to defend priva 
te property. This is also confirm 
ed by the fact that a lot of marria 
ges today are influenced by the 
economic factors. 

The question to be consider 
ed now is how to overcome sexual 
discrimination and oppression and 
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how to raise woman’s social sta- 
tus. The solution I would suggest 
can be put in three different points 
which are closely connected with 
each other, the most important one 
being the abolition of capitalism 
and its replacement by a world 
wide socialist economic system. 
Only when capitalism and 
social poverty are brought out of 
the world we can guarantee that 
prostitution , the lowest degrada 
tion of the woman, will disappear. 
No woman will from then on have 
to sell herself to a man in order to 
attain enough money to stay alive. 
Also there will be equal job and 
education opportunities for both 
sexes. Today , women are often 
paid less than men, and that’s just 
what this system is based on - 
separation. The ruling class is 
afraid of united working class and 
will always try to divide it and 
highlight racial and sexual differ- 
ences. The same social status and 
equal social treatment of woman 
is an illusion in such a system. 
As I said before, marriages are 
often influenced by economic fac- 
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tors and class interests, and women 
often fulfill the function of a birth- 
machine , that has to give birth to 
sons, so that private pro perty can 
be bequeathed in pater nal line, 
while behind their backs men are 
committing adultery. 

After the abolition of capital- 
ism there will be no economic in- 
terests influencing marriages any 
more , as every one will be paid 
by the same standards. The only 
factor deciding on a relationship 
will be individual love , so that 
adultery will largely disappear. 
The next thing to do is releasing 
the woman from her “housewife- 
duties”, cooking , raising the chil- 
dren etc. The social system has to 
be changed fundamentally , but 
that will happen hand in hand with 
the establishment of socialism 
anyway. All these “housewife-du- 
ties” will have to be guaranteed 
by the state as social services , by 
building a per fect system of pub- 
lic care and services like free or 
cheap nursery-schools, canteens, 
laundries, free education etc. 








Only when the woman gets re- 
leased from these private slave ser- 
vices she will be able to equally take 
part in the socialized pro duction with 
the man. Like today in the big indus- 
tries where alrea dy many proletarian 
women do the same socially recog- 
nized work as their husbands. This 
will consequently restore the eco- 
nomic equilibrium between man and 
woman. On a large scale this will 
change society’s attitudes to wards 
women and give new inspirations and 
possibilities as both sexes will do the 
same public, socially important work. 


Well , this article is of course 
far too short in order to consider 
all details and aspects of the prob 
lem.But anyway, it was merely 
meant to reflect some of my ideas 
on sexism . If some of you would 
like to know more about the his- 
tory and the ethnological back- 
ground of sexual oppression as 
well as the Marxist approach to it, 
I recommend Frederick Engels’ 
book “ The origin of the family, 
private property and the state”. 


Michael O.U. 
Never Again 
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This is getting too personal and 
emo, but still sticks to its roots. 
Good and neat layout,except for 
a couple pix , which can hardly 
be seen. In this issue, Jan brings 
to your attention interviews with 
a couple of his local friends and 
an anonymous folk , articles on 
Mc Donald’s, DIY label tips, close 
encounters of the third kind, how- 
to on jerking off at home,and an 
informative discussion on Che 
Guevara’s personality. All this is 
joined by a boring diary ,a couple 
pages of reviews and the obliga- 
tory thoughts of Jan on himself , 
the world and other people around 
him. I find the latter columns 
rather boring ,but they fit perfectly 
into the spirit of this zine.Reminds 
me a lot of Wim’s Reminder, but 
with some politics thrown in. For 
emotional souls. Try it.(Jan Maes- 
Bosserveldlaan32. 6191 SK Beek 
(L). The Netherlands.) 
FACE UP! / LAST HOPE 

split tape (Rise ‘n ‘ Shine) 
Two great bands from Bulgaria on 
one tape-what do you want more? 
Face Up! are represented by their 
latest recordings,which mark a 
great improvement from their 
demo. Bustin out straight for- 
ward, fast to mid-tempo he and 
truly in the old vein. Vocal parts’re 
scre amed with lotsa anger and 
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frustration. Well written lyrics, 
preaching the “dead end street” 
situation and resistance. Too bad 
they aren’t people of that kind... 
Yet these guys form one of East 
Europe’s best bands.Last Hope 
present one studio and three live 
tracks.Their style has changed a 
lot too. Good old school with oc- 
casional sinalongs here and there. 
Lyrics are basic,but okish. On the 
whole this comes with good sound 
and neat, colored layout. Quite a 
fair release from Rise’n’Shine. 


(Alex/Dede Agach str. 17. bl 12. 
apt 36 Sofia 1408. Bulgaria ) 
EXCUSE 
eliminate the opposition“ 
- demo .(Fuck You). 


This is a Poser Crew band , with 
Axel from F.Y. on bass . Well , 
it’s pretty much what one would 
expect from a German SE unit 
these days-heavy , intense new 
school with metallish guitars . 
That’s all | can say , nothing mo- 
re, nothing less. Lyrics okish ,but 
quite basic. At times I start to 
think that most German SE bands 
should share a common name like 
“More of the Same” or “Nothing 
New”. For fans of boring new 


school SE. (Axel: Koenig str.20E. 
D_- 41236 MG. Germoney). 
CONSCIOUSNESS 


- demo (OUTLET) 


Huh , something very emotional 








and strong here! But that’s exactly 
where it ends for me,cos I can 
hardly stand the music.Basic and 
very metallish vegan straight edge 
new school . Now you know what 
I mean , right ?If there were no 
lyrics, I'd assume they were one 
of those EC followers.Still credit 
is due for the passion in here. 


(Luca: v.Muratori 95/h. 28060 
Lumellogno. (no). Italy). 
ONE FINE DAY-tape 
(Cycle) 


O.F.D. is the new name of the 
band reviewed above.This mate- 
rial had to appear as a 7”, but 
somehow it got screwed and the 
guys are releasing it on a 
tape.Basically it’s the same new 
school SE attack , but this time 
well played and with a good 
recording.Good lyrics, sung with 
passion. For EC lovers.(address 


see above). 


PURE ..message“- tape 
It’s truly sad how a great deal of 


good bands from Eastern Europe 
are neglected , just cos they don’t 
come from the right country . Pol- 
ish bands are worth far more than 
most German and Beligian ones , 
but it’s almost impossible to con- 
vince the average tattooed big 
pants wearer , that band from a 
country , his small brain never 
heard of , can be a lot better and 
worthwhile , than the local bunch 
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of jerks who’ve been banging 
heads just a year ago. Whatever, I 
suggest you save the money for 
the next Good Buck...oh sorry, 
Life, I mean, release,and buy Pure 


instead. (Youth Culture: P O Box 
39. 02-303 Warszawa 79. Poland.) 
RESPECT 
,one day closer“ live tape. 
(Straightening the 
Consciosness) 


I guess they need no introduction. 
The material featured here is from 
a gig in ‘94, but comes with a 
fairly good sound and colored 
layout. It’s their earlier stuff , 
right after changing the name 
from Cymeon X. Some songs 
are in the old, others in the new 
school vein,but all are absolute 
winners.Classic release, which is 
a must for those who like the old 
days of the Euro SE scene. 
(Adam: POBox54.60-974 
Poznan 54. Poland). 

WE MAY FIGHT A BATTLE 

that can’t be won -CD . 
(Boisleve Recs). 


Yann’s second CD release is undo- 
ubtedly a winner . Seven Euro- 
pean & two South American 
bands are featured here. None of 
them is your famous and fave new 
school outfit, but all come with 
great message and music. X-Acto 
kick off with three fast tracks in 
the old vein, just the way you like 
it . Then Personal Choice show 
their (not so) new face-emotional, 
powerful and challenging. 
Autocontrol-well played fast / 
mid-paced new school, quite emo 
at times.Mean Stream are just 
smashing all the bands before 
them,with four brutal 
tunes.Probably the best band on 
the comp. -great music about life. 
By All Means are just what you 
want to hear after Meanstream; 
very much in the same vein , only 
a bit faster. See a scary pic of their 
guitarist somewhere in this issue. 
Like Autocontrol, they sing in 
their native language, which fits 
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great into their music.Stonewall- 
three songs from Serbia’s best SE 
band. So emotional & touching... 
maybe cos of the vocalist. SC are 
the band that should be banned 
from any public appea rances... 
it’s worse than even EC!!! How- 
ever it’s of no surprise to me, that 
Yann put such jerks in. All the 
good things I said about the bands 
on this comp. do not refer to them! 
Anyway , Show some respect to 
the good job done here and buy / 


distro the CD.(Yann : BP 7523. 
35075 Rennes Cedex 3. FRA) 
TURNDOWN “life’s like 
coe 
(Counter Attack) 
This band has been quite a sur- 
prise to me since their very begin- 
ning. That’s cos I'd never expect 
such a sound from a Bulgarian 
band, and it is nothing like what 
can be hard in Eastern Europe too. 
It’s fast, and slow at the same time, 
hateful ,brutal metallish new 
school with constantly changing 
guitars. Very well played except 
for the bass parts. Seems like the 
drummer is the greatest fan of 
doublebass drum-bands, cos he 
simply does not stop and at some 
point it totally gets on your nerves! 
Vocal parts are terri ble-sound like 
a raging bull in a hurry! On the 
whole music pretty much corre- 
sponds to the lyrics, which are 
ones of hate and despair. Person- 
ally Idon’t like it that much, but it 
seems to sell well around Europe. 
See for yourself.(Victor: Lyobo 
Trun str #98. bl 4. vhA. Sofia 
1407.Bulgaria). 
RAGING BULL demo’96 


The comeback to the roots of 
youth crew straight edge he. The 
guys from the far north bring you 
14 tracks, all in the ‘88 spirit. Ac- 
tually | must admit that the sound 
quality is pretty awful, but as vo- 
calist lan says:”this is not a true 
reflection”.Musically this is 
simple, 2 chord uptempo stuff, 
which to me is great cos it means 


one more band bringing back the 
old school flavour! Oh yes, at the 
end there are covers of Blitz, 
Reagan Youth and Negative Ap- 
proach! I hope it’s only the begin- 
ning! (lan: 12 Riverside road. 
Newlands.Glasgow. G43 2EF. 
Scotland.United Kingdom) 

FAL TE demo’9 
They come from Hungary, which 
alone is a quite surprising fact! A 
rather young band , I guess , play- 
ing in the well known fast-old 
school vein. Lyrics are in their 
native language, so I can’t really 
say much about them. The sound 
is decent and the music-well 
played,so on the whole this comes 
to be 11 worthy tunes of cool old 
fashioned hardcore!East Europe 
Hard Core On The Rise!!! 
(Robert : Korosszegepati. Kossuth 
ut.45 , 4135. Hungary). 

NUEVAS GENERATION 
comp. tape-Argentina. 
Well, at first I was pretty preju- 
diced, cos this here costs $6, but 
after Alfred explained it,I was con- 
vinced that it’s not a rip-off try! 
Anyway, this seems to be one of 
those comp. that I just can’t get 
into.The bands are perhaps the 
best from over there, but the sty 
les are so diverse / ranging from 
emo stuff to brutal NewYorkish 
metal tunes / that on the whole it 
comes out very confusing! Other- 
wise a great job has been done 
here, sound quality kills and the 
cover is colored, featuring pix and 
lyrix of all 8 bands! I suggest you 

check it out! | 
(Alfredge Meyer: Baumgertenstr. 10.8903 


Birmensdorf . Switzerland). 


HUMAN WARMTH - demo. 
At this point I had to deal with some- 


thing really awesome ! You will never 
get to hear similar stuff in the present 
scene. Well, musically it’s not so 
original, more of those  fast/ 
midpaced emo stuff with somewhat 
moving riffs. But when it’s joined by 
the vocals deep shit starts!Fred tries 
to sing real hard, but unfortunately 





he doesn’t succeed in doing so. (Les- 
sons maybe? hahaha!).On one hand 
it turns out to be really nothing inter- 
esting, but on the other lyrics are sim- 
ply great! Written in a poetical way 
and pretty much left-directed! Check 
it out!!! ’Can’t beat a commie!” (Fred 
: Les Jardins de chave. 27 rue 
J.Martin. 13005 Marseille. France). 
CREATING CONSCIOUS- 
NESS - mailorder-distro 
list. 
As the 2 guys doing it say: ’’Put- 
ting politics back into the scene!”. 
And they are damn right . This is 
a book/ zine type of distro, one of 
the kind we miss so much these 
days. Lotsa literature on Earth/ 
Human/Animal liberation,state 
resistance,anarchism, commu- 
nism, etc. ALF linked-action fans 
can find some worthy stuff too! 
For those about to read. (Manuel 
Harrand: Simmeringerhaupt str.69 
/12. 1110 Wien.Austria). 
NO BARCODES NECESSARY - 
distro list. 
Huh, this must be one of the thick- 
est lists I’ve seen in a while! Mel 
has got the shit. Here is a shitload 
of great stuff, ranging from tapes 
to videos of all the great bands one 
can think of. What seems amaz- 
ing is that he’s always looking for 
more,so find the time to drop him 
a line and he’ll help you out for 
sure! He also does a zine with the 
same name-cool too,issue# 4 is 
out. 
(Mel : 83 Glebe Park . Chanterhill. 
Enniskillen. BT 74 4DB. N.Ireland) 
ALF Supporters Grou 
Newsletter .(current issue). 
Any current issue brings you all the 
info,you wanted to know but were 
afraid to ask about Animal Libera- 
tion. Raids and arsons seem to be 
the most common topics. Also there 
is a prisoner list, full of up-to-date 
information about all those who sac- 
rificed their freedom and went be- 
hind the bars for the voiceless. Who- 
ever wants to know more about how 
to... feel free to drop them a line 
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& they will guide you.(,BCM 


1160.London WC 1N 3XX) . a 


01203-632873/.or_ _itry _at: 
<100302.1616@compuserve.com>). 
Suffer Age #3 A5.7 1p. 
Hey people out there, the Malay- 
sian & S’pore scenes are growing 
and you better check it out, cos 
there’re zines and bands that have 
something to say. This is a thick 
production and you can learn a lot 
about the local hc/ punk/se scene 
through the intelligent columns and 
gig-stories. Talks about muslim 
and se (finally I cleared my mind 
about it!) . Interviews with Dough- 
nuts (a good one)-(ed- that’s im- 
possible!!!) - Rejuvenate, and lo- 
cal bands Basic Rights, Insane and 
Obstacle Upsurge - an all girl band. 
(this one’s incredibly dumb, 
though the editor is trying hard. 
Answers are short & senseless). 
There’re few reprinted things, 
which I find totally unnecessary, 
but that’s no big deal , cos on the 
whole this zine is really good, much 
information and_ different 
opinions.Costs $4ppd. (Man-25 
Jalan Suasa Satu. Kolam air.80100 
Johor Bahru. Johor. Malaysia.) 
RATHER BEEN # 1 .A4.30p. 
This is really cool , done by a 16 
year old girl and all the stuff in- 
side is hers. She’s talking about 
violence at shows,school, boycott- 
ing multinationals,etc. All is very 
sincere and down-to-earth, directly 
to the point. Much on animal lib- 
eration and environment.Some 
show stories,European sisterhood 
and lotsa talks on girls in the 
scene.(at some parts she sounds 
unnecessarily tough,but still not 
extreme). Interviews with 108- 
waste of a whole page - Said I 
Was, Randy-both are great and in- 
teresting. Some reviews,adds, pix 
and nice layout. The zine is a re- 
flection of the Swedish scene as she 
sees it. 
655 93 Karlstad. Sweden) 
D.1.0.D.-“spirit* demo’96 





These French kids still know their 
punk roots! It reminds me of the 
old anarcho-punk bands-raw and 
agegressive.The music is fast and 
full of energy, makes you get up 
and pogo! In comparison with the 
new bands, this one sounds pretty 
simple-almost like three-chord 
structure-but is well done and has 
passion! Lyrics deal with tv-lies, 
police bastards , violence, it’s punk 
you know, but please don’t associ- 
ate it with drunk posers.4 well pro- 
duced songs in here with a good 
cover. All you new school lovers- 


try this one! (Cedric-66 Rue de 
Balfort76620. LeHavre. France) 
ALL OUT WAR-demo 
Prepare for a real war or hide at home, 
cos it’s coming straight in your face! It’s 
brutal, it’s evil, no jokes here! The guys 
from the NYC area know how to hit 
hard. As long as I dig Merauder, this 
will be something to bring me the same 
feeling. Yes,it’s metal but that only 
makes it more powerful;no stupid long 
solos,but tight aggressive riffs backed 
up by incredible drum parts, which only 
make the sound thicker.30 minutes of 
hard hitting, raging NYC he/metal. Pll 
say once more that it’s like Merauder, 
maybe with a bit of District 9 or Cold 
As Life, but more metal. No lynx 
unfortunately.(A.O. W.-3 Malmrose ter- 
race. Poughkeepsie. NY 12601. USA) 
ONLY A PHASE? #1.A5. 
This is a skate zine done by a girl 
from Bulgaria. Full of information 
on skating and life in here, many 
pix-not pro but still good enough. 
Have in mind that it’s a 100% DIY 
and she seems to have put in a lot 
of effort. Lotsa writings,jokes and 
cool stories, that even I -a non 
skater-enjoyed. There’s also much 
articles about sk8ing in different 
parts of the world as Sweden , 
Czech Rep., France, Argentina, 
New Zealand, Belgium and 
Slovenia. Interview with W.O.R.M. 
(an amazing one!) in the end. Get 
it for $2 or trade.(Ely - P.O. Box 149 
9010 Varna. Bulgaria) 
SUBTERRANEAN zine #4 A5.50p. 
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Reminds a lot of Suffer Age, 
comes from the same area,but has 
more interviews with local bands- 
Disaster Funhouse,Chronic Mass, 
Project AK, also Meanstream, 
Inzirly, FDS, Stompin Ground. 
Tons of gig reviews, stories, ar- 
ticles by local folks. There’s also a 
fun section, many ads reviews, etc. 
Pay attention to the scene in Ma- 
laysia, cos it’s growing amazingly 
fast! (Ruhidafi- #8 Jalan De lima 2. 
81100 Johor Bahru. Johor. Malaysia) 


SYNTHESIS#2.A5.44p. 
Interesting article about straight edge, 


definitely not the usual stuff, she 
looks at it from a different angle, 
plus an addition on why se’rs are so 
much into Star Wars. Check it out, 
cos this is smart! Thre’re also inter- 
views with Fifteen and 
Doughnuts. Writings on critical mass, 
animal rights activists and a few ve- 
gan recipes.I guess the zine is a bit 
short cos one flips very quickly 
through the pages and there’s not 
enough to read , but the SE/Star Wars 
stuff is definitely worth it! 

NO WAY OUT 4 U- n/I #3.4p. 
This comes from France and is good 
enough to replace the missing link 
after the end of Yann’s newsletter. 
Still it has to improve a lot in the 
lay out and the stuff included. Starts 
with an informative news section, 
then an Earth Crisis interview, in 
which Karl goes on with his bullshit. 
The editor must love this stupid 
band a lot, cos the interview is long 
and I do not thinka normal person 
can stand Karl’s company for more 
than 10 seconds without hitting him 
hard! Also featured is an Integrity 
interview, where you find out that 
Dwid was into Shaolin and Aron 
into kickboxing! Some short col- 
umn takes place between the inter- 
views and last page is full of re- 
views. At the end he thanx Karl 
again...no, I’ll stop here. I hope this 
is the beginning of something like 
Yann’s great works! Keep it up! (Le 
Fur Yann - Rout de Kerdrean 56850. 
Caudan . France. 





RUBBISH HEAP 


“Path Of Lies“ - 7"ep 
This is fuckin’ brutal!For a long 
time I haven’t heard something 
like that - it‘s so pissed off ,dark, 
heavy and depressive. No other 
band plays like Rubbish Heap. 
Their style can’t be described with 
a certain definition , because it’s 
so original and unique . Four 
songs here, that vary from a slow 
and mid - tempo speed to a super- 
fast brutal grinding hardcore. All 
that is accompanied by a hysteri- 
cal screaming with = a 
throaty,yelling voice. The layout is 
interesting and original , too. In- 
cludes a small booklet with lyr- 
ics, artwork and _ other 
stuff.Definitely worth checking 
out! (Rubbish Heap, Lindenlei 71, 
2180 Ekeren , Belgium) 

25 TA LIFE demo 1993" 7’ep 


This is awesome, D.I.Y. to the 
max! Here we have the first 25 Ta 
Life demo (recorded in 1993) 
pressed on 7 inches of vinyl. It’s 
the first release of Rick “ta Life”’s 
label Back Ta Basix. Hardcore for 
the 90’s - it’s definitely the NYC 
style, with some metal influence 
on the guitars, but not too much. 
There’re a few mosh parts and the 
music is neither slow, nor fast - 
powerful and driving mid-tempo 
he. The songs are catchy and 
memorable. Vocals are original 
and energetic,although Rick’s 
shouting reminds me of A. F. ‘s R 
. Miret at some places.Of cour se 
the quality of recording is far from 
perfect, but it is good for a demo - 
record. It’s very raw, so that’s 
makes the music sound so real , 
presenting the unbelievable live 
energy of this band. The only thing 
I dislike is the awful layout, which 
consists of two xeroxed black & 
white sheets. It could be much 
better, but ... hey that’s D.I.Y.! My 
fave song is “Inside Knowledge”, 
which I think is the all-time best 








song of 25 Ta Life. Buy this EP 
and keep an eye on one of the best 
Hardcore bands of the nineties - 
25 Ta Life! 

(Rick Healey - 79 3rd Ave. 2nd 
Fl. Paterson , NJ 07514, USA 

FACTION ZERO demo 

Here’s another good surprise for 
me - Faction Zero. I can’t believe 
that this is a demo record. If that’s 
true , then I don’t know what else 
can be expected from their up- 
coming CD. This is he with a 
metal edge and it’s so good! Seven 
songs of pure energy and intensi 
ty.Their style is original and it’s 
not fitting in the average hc cat- 
egory. Fast, tight and driving mu- 
sic with brutal and intense guitar 
riffs and so powerful sound. The 
members of Faction Zero are very 
good musicians, and that’s proved 
by a perfectly played and recorded 
music. The music-writing and the 
song structures are interesting too. 
It’s always pleasant to hear a new 
band that has already built it’s 
own style, proving it with a great 
musicianship and original Ideas! 


(Faction Zero, 33 Lockwood 
Place, Clifton, NJ 07012, USA) 
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NA: Say a couple words to present yourself and how 
you doing lately. 

Emil: Wow!...what am I supposed to say... 180cm, 
about 90kg. (I weigh less at the moment), a Pretty 
(he he),29 year old idiot. How am I doing? Well, an- 
swering your questions while watching TV with a 
couple of fellow prisoners. 

NA: What else are you involved in besides tattoo art? 
Emil: Anonymous Alcohollics... he he... I’m joking of 
course, you know fairly good that I am a radical fol- 
lower of the sober mind thinking. I paint -sometimes 
for magazines, others for various bands’ album cov- 
ers. I also edit a fanzine called Counter Attack. Our 
distribution goes by the same name too. On the whole I 
am a quite “creative “ guy. I hate free time. | hate to sleep. 
NA: How do you feel about being a tattoo artist? | also 
mean do you see it as your life - realisation? 

Emil: For me it’s a profession, but also a hobby. I 
have always wanted to work something that is my 
hobby.I mean to enjoy my work. But no, | don’t think 
that this way I develop all my potentialities. 

I didn’t take up studying in the Academy Of Arts 
some time ago, because: 1.There is nothing they can 
teach me. 2. Everyone there is working in the same 
way. 3. I hate the pseudo-intelligencia which is be- 
ing “created” in there.There is too much alcohol in 
their blood... and idle talkings too. I will always 
paint... but for me and my friends. I sell paintings 
from time to time, but it’s very hard to part with them. 
I just don’t see the point in selling my paintings. Only 
someone like me, someone who thinks and feels the 
way I do, can understand them. I do not delude my- 
self that someone can feel their touch and change. I 
just don’t believe in people having this ability. 

NA: Over the past decade, there has been a great up- 
rise in society’s art values. Respectively, people ac- 
cepted (or at least pretended to) all kinds of “extraor- 
dinary“ forms of art. Yet tattooism has always been 
associated with low-life and let down by the bigger part 
of people.Why so and how do you see the acceptance 
of it compared to other “strange” forms of art? 

Emil: You are right. In most cases people just pretend 
to uderstand (and accept) a given thing. That’s why 
in present day it’s easier to encounter tattoo mutants... 
(ed- someone like Rick25 hehe).Once tattoos used 
to be priority of ex-prisoners and low-life kind of 
people. Of course, tattooism can also be art - there 
are those who are not afraid to experiment with and 
show it as such. 

I guess that most people are just posing with 
tattoos. They even “make” a social position out of it. But 
here comes the question : how much one believes in what 
s/he is doing?! Of course there are people who won’t count 
themselves as “low life” and they have tattoos too. It’s 
all apersonal choice and a question of individuality. 
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NA: So far what are the reactions to your works? 
Emil: Different of course. remember how my mother 
used to react some time ago... then in the studio,] 
met the girl who is my wife now... how certain people 
talk behind my back,and how many others come to 
the studio again and again - even just to have a little 
chat. You know how it is at the studio - sometimes 
it’s like a club. All that speaks more than clearly for 
people’s ractions. 

NA: Besides tattoo artist you're also a painter. What's 
up with that?! know that some of your works have been 
used by various bands.Tell the readers more about it. 
Emil: I already said a lot on the matter.This is the 
power source of my life. I paint all the time. I just 
don’t stop. I have done covers for lotsa bands - 
Startegy X (Bulgaria), Nightsky Bequest (Bulgaria), 
Exumator (Bulgaria), Elysian’ Fields 
(Greece), Hypodile (Bulgaria), etc. and lotsa zines too 
- Everdead (Canada),Mystical Music (Greece), Draw- 
ing Blood (USA), Warthorn (USA) and so on. I would 
draw anything for anyone- it’s just up to them to de- 
sire a different drawing. I always do it with love and 
soul. 

NA: OK, let’s change the subject here.! want to ask you 
a question of your own : human power - creative or 
destructive? 

Emil: Ooops...aaa...this one is very close to a ques- 
tion I often ask myself. There is no unison-type of answer 
to it actually. There’re a small number of people carrying 
something positive inside...the rest are parasites. 

NA: For quite some time now I’ve got the impression 
that your look goes beyond the plain surface of 
things.How do you feel about life? 

Emil:Thanx for the complement.If I start to write re- 
ally everything I think, there will be no space left in 
the zine for other stuff. 

I] don’t know where to start from. In fact life is so 
beautiful, but people ruin it. It is very important to 
figure out what counts for you, what is worth living 
for, who to love and how much to hate... You can’t 
pass through without these things, but it’s good when 
there is some sort of ballance and equillibrium. 

Sometimes it’s important to know when and how 
to die. There are situations when you got two chances: 
to die and to DIE! You get my point? There are times 
when I sit here and look through the bars on the 
window...[ see the sky and I think about these things. 
The fact that I am here gives me a fuller image of 
things - at least I can look at everything from its 
“other” side.I try to make the best out of the 
situation. There are no limits for human’s potentials. 
NA: You are very active in the death / black metal un- 
derground scene.Say a couple of words about the 
bands you support. 

Emil: Huh... These are people who have impressed me 
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with their tallent. Usually the ones 
with whom I’m in close 
relations. We trust eachother. I help 
them,because in my eyes art Is 
something very important.Some 
of the bands that I support are : 
Nightsky Bequest-I helped them 
out with their first recording.I gave 
them money and sent their mate- 
rial to various labels... and the re- 
sult was stunning. They still are the 
first and only Bulgarian band with 
an own CD out on a foreign label. 
The music is slow and melancholic 
with female vocals. Next is On 
Wings -again slow and heavy music 
with masterly guitarwork,low 
voice,great lyrics. Tangrycan - ex- 
treme black. Turn Down - you 
know... (ed - they are the most 
metallish hardcore band in our coun- 
try!). 

All of these bands are very 
tallented and have to be heard.No! 
It’s obligatory! It will change 
everyone’s way of thinking. 

NA: And what's up with your zine and 
distribution COUNTER ATTACK? 
Emil: Counter Attack has three 
issuesup to now and it’s getting 
bigger and better. I’m never satis- 
fied with the result achieved. This 
zine is for sure the cheapest - $2. 
The third issue has even bet- 
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ter design and layout. Contains 
very interesting interviews with 
bands of quite diverse styles: Na- 
palm Death, At the Gates, Usurper 
- the darkest US band, Night In 
Gales - the German sensation, 
Penitent - Norwegian ambient 
unit,Meanstream,Last Hope, 
Prophesy,Nahash - Lithuanian oc- 
cultists, Retalliation - an all-pris- 
oner band from USA. Also lotsa 
great graphics, poetry, comments 
on vegetarianism, violence... and 
so on.It can be ordered from Andre 
Mateew : Orehova Gora str. BL23A. 
AP1.FL1.1404 Sofia. Bulgaria. 

NA: Being familiar with both the 
hardcore and metal scene,how do you 
find a,let’s say, certain relation between 
them?You know that lately the 
hardcore scene has been musically 
(and to some extent attitude-wise) in- 
fluenced by the metal wave.What about 
this and don’t you think hardcore 
should stick to its own thing? 

Emil: Nothing bad - the borders be- 
tween different things are always 
shallow ; plus why should we limit 
ourselves with a couple things 
which have turned to cliches long 
ago. All that (the “hardening” of 
the hardcore sound) is in a way 
result of the changed living con- 
ditions. The world became more 





brutal. It’s a sin to be naive... and 
to be weak too! 

NA: Why do you think tattoo art is 
so widely spread in both of the 
above scenes? 

Emil: We are confusing cause with 
result.We see these guys in the 
zines, but isn’t tattoo art even more 
widespread in the Japanese mafia, 
for example? It all depends on the 
viewpoint. I know a lot of people 
who work as karate-instructors, 
printhouse workers or dealers... 
NA: Anything else you would like 
to add to the interview? Perhaps 
your message to the ones reading? 
Emil: Listen,learn,read,be yourself 
.. love your closest people...the 
rest is a complete waste of time. 
NA: OK,I guess that’s all. Thanx for 
your time and concern. Any final 
comments or shoutouts to some- 
body? 

Emil: I thank you too for your 
attention.I would like to say some- 
thing about fascism,but you have 
already put it so well that I cannot 
add anything more,he he. 

(ed - he’s always joking about a 
statement I made on a gig and it 
goes like this:’We got to fuck 
nazis in the ass!!!) 

You can contact Emil Saparevsky 








NA: To begin with , how is it going with your appearance 0 n 
Boisleve’s compilation CD? How are the reactions so far? 
Chris:Hallo you dumb sucker! People first give greetings and then start to talk 
about shit, but as long as I know you pretty well , it’s fine with me to get 
directly to the question! I guess you can imagine how we feel about this CD 
and what it means to us, cos you are from the same scene and you know what 
it is to be ona CD in Bulgaria. Here I want to give my greatest gratitude to 
Yann for giving us the chance to be heard . It’s so cool to see someone from 
the Western scene willing to support bands from not well - known scenes. 
Everybody around here is happy that finally there’s a Bulgarian hardcore 
band on CD; they cheer us up and stuff. Until now I’ve got only a couple 
letters from abroad , but I guess that’s so , cos only people from coun- 
tries like Bulgaria can really understand what the CD means to us and 
how we feel about it. It looks like this is just another CD compilation for 
the Western scene and kids there don’t even pay attention to it, cos 
Congress, Liar or Snapcase are not on it! Though | think that the compi- 
lation is a great piece, which says so much more than most of the re- 
leases which come out lately. Yann did a good job! 

Boro:Thanx to Yann for giving us the chance to spread our music it 
already means a lot to us. You all know that noone in Bulgaria would 
even care to put a hardcore band on CD and since noone else does it, I’d 
like to thank him for his trust and faith in us! 

NA: So far you’re the first hardcore band from Bulgaria to appear 
on CD. It seems to me that there’s that tendency for East Euro bands 
to be almost “left out of the map”, though most of them are rathe 
good ones and have a lot to offer. Why do you think such a thing 


happens and is it justified? 
Chris: Well, Confront (ed:here you shouldn’t confuse with the OLC 


guys,cos the band in question is a crust one from around here!) had a song 
ona compilation cd from UK,but this one sucked, so we do not count it... 
We want to be the first so that’s why we tell none that they have a song out 
before us! Anyway,that’s bullshit. Confront are such a great band and de- 
served to have something out on cd or vinyl , but they simply didn’t have 
the chance to be heard by any label and you know there are no labels in 
Bulgaria , cos noone still has the money to Start one.And on the other 
hand not many people here are interested in buying cds , cos they are 
usually expensive for the kids. Everything is on a demo / tape level. 

I also think that the whole hardcore scene in Eastern Europe is a bit 
“left out of the map”,but that’s mostly cos of the lower life- standard in 
here.We don’t have that good scene here, no foreign bands are playing , 
no cds/records are sold around here,there are not even enough local bands,so 
how can people know about hardcore! I’m not sure if people from abroad 
know how hard it is to keep a hardcore band alive here and to set up 
shows, do things for the scene, etc. when at the same time you got to find 
a way to survive. It’s simple man ,you got the biggest scenes in the most 
developed countries and kids are willing to support them cos they’re cool, 
have T-shirts for sale and play once in a while at their local place.Who 
will ever support a band from Bulgaria or Romania if they know the band 
is never going to play in their area or will never get on any of the cool 
labels. 

Well, I’m positive that in the future things will get better,cos there’re a lot of 
open minded people in the Western scene. But , I'll say it again - the hardcore 
scene like everything else depends on the life standard ,so kids here simply 
have to keep the faith nomatter how hard it is.We still have a lot to do so that 
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we have the good scene we all wish for. 
Boro:It’s a pity that lotsa hardcore bands don’t get 
the chance to make their music known.Therefore they 
fall apart often enough for the scene to be virtually 
nonexistant.First off we got to make a name for the 
Bulgarian scene on a regional level, and once it is 
established and respected the foreign interest will 
come.We’ve got nothing yet to evolve that interest. 
NA: You know fairly well that life here ain’t easy. Prob- 
ably that’s one of the reasons why the scene is not that 
big. However, one thing is for sure - the ones involved 
are few, but they are all 
doing it with heart. There 
is so much effeort put in 
everything coming out of 
here and there will always 
be some bastards from the 
fashionable Western 
scenes who will laugh at 
us just because the scene 
seems miserable. What is 
your point on that? 
Chris: | already talked 
about it, so 1 won’t bether to 
com plain how hard life here 
is. If we don’t step hard on 
our feet and do something , nothing will change. I see how 
our drummer is working two jobs (bodyguard at night and 
in an agancy during the day) and still finds some time for 
rehearsals, shows,etc. though he must take care of his sis, 
mom , grandma. So who the fuck are these kids who disre- 
spect him and say he’s not hardcore. Babies, hardcore is not 
about playing the whole day on your new Ibanez, but more 
or less finding your way to cope with life. So shut the fuck 
up, go get your new “SE is cool” shirt and try to be the 
coolest on the show tonight. I thought hardcore was all about 
respect and loya lity, so how can anyone mock at the small 
sce nes when s/he has no clue what it means to live here. 
You know it’s easy to be part of a big scene where 
everything is going, but can you imagine how it is to start 
one where only a few kids have heard what hardcore is 
all about.And everybody else not taking it seriously sim- 


ply cos they never thought there might be a different way . 


of thinking, apart from the one their parents told them. 
Because that’s exactly what we are doing here, trying to 
create an alternative... trying to start the scene. 


NA: Some ti Ww S whe be- 
ieved that dco dc the w w 
I want to ask you the € tio 4 


Chris:That’s a hard question! I can easily shout out 
some positive messages and say yes in the end,and [ 
won’t be wrong , cos the hardcore movemnet Is car- 


rying some really great ideas ,but can they really come _ 


true?!Lately I see how this scene is turning to such a 
good reflection of the society which we all tend to 





find wrong. I see all this greed and envy being thrown 
into the scene, this “striving for more material power 
and influence” mentality. It’s great that the movment 
is growing these days, but it’s bad cos more and more 
it’s turning for some people into a source for money, 
and for the others it’s just a passing trend to go through 
in their teenage years. So please you tell me, how 
can a bunch of kids who mostly care for the new 
releases, being cool at shows and whether their fave 
band are strict vegans or not ,can change the 
world?Sorry,I do not think so!!! Yes, music is a way 
to spread messages, but 
if you really want to do 
some thing real , the real 
fight is still to come.I 
got much respect for 
those in the scene who 
aren’t satisfied with just 
being a part of it,but 
take up other actions to 
make their ideas come 
true. 

But can the world really 
be changed? I doubt it! 
Greed is in human nature 
and it will lead us to the 
end. How can this mentality be changed when it has 
been within humanity since its very beginning; all I see 
is getting worse. Hardcore may not change the world , 
but at least it shows that there’s a better way and will 
always urge people to think about it and question all 
norms and traditions,which set the rules in this society! 


NA:And something a bit similar, how do you see 


the relation between hardcore and life? t 
think to any’re fooling t selv i 

e stupid “scene-games” while w Vv 
look a ity more seriously?! 


Chris: Yes,that’s what I’m trying to say. Hardcore turned 
to such a hobby, or I do not know how to say it , where 
people care only about the scene things. They do not 
confront themselves with what’s happening outside of 
it, but sooner or later we all face real life with all its 
problems. And nomatter how much you don’t want to, 
you have to play by society’s rules. But it still depends 


on you to find the middle way. That’s what comes when ~ 


you have to take care of yourself alone.Then you see 
how much less it matters if emo bands are so peaceful 
or if Karl we ars only non-leather shoes, or H8000s are 
so violent and who’s the best mosher. Reality is much 
more than all these things , well at least mine is! 

Boro:Hardcore is a way of life! Once you discover 
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Chris:It depends on what you call “common people” 
and “considerably good life”.Everyone gets the mean- 
ing his/her own way, so it’s really hard for me to talk 
in general. But if we talk about what good life means 
under the modern society standards, | doubt it if many 
people can reach it.Certainly not in a country like 
Bulgaria where capitalism is ruling in its wildest form! 
There are not enough jobs and most of them are so 
low-paid that people are living on the threshold of 
poverty. There is so much corruption , exploitation 
and speculation that only makes the rich get richer 
and keeps the workers in the dirt! It’s so fucking hard 
to strive in this society and if you want to succeed 
you got to play by its rules! 

NA:”The firestorm” has always been a big issue 
in our talks . So is it finally coming to get us or is 
it staying back in Syracuse? 

Chris: Ha ha ha! Don’t fuck with that boy, cos it will 
reach you in the end...ha ha ha! I like the expression 
and the song , but talking seriously I’m not that scared. 
I guess it will kill me too cos I’m not vegan. Well you 
know, I’d rather take more seriously the firestorm 
that’s on the streets and trying to destroy my life. This 
firestorm is thought by the society and all its stan- 
dards, but not by some cool kids from a SE band . I 
got much more serious problems to think about than 
worry for Earth Crisis. They are so different from me, 
they live a different life , don’t 
have the problems that I have , 
so why should I take seriously 
their firestorm. Come live in Bul- 
garia and you'll see my firestorm 
knocking on your door!!! 

NA: Actually how do you look 
at the whole “firestorm” and 
for real or is it some bullshit 
wet dream _of Karl’s . 

Chris: First of all Karl didn’t es- 
tablish veganism , so I don’t care 
much about him . (ed: I didn’t 
mean that!).I also don’t like it 
when someone is talking shit 
about him , cos more or less he 
spread the word of compassionate life,so we should 
respect him for that. Talking about veganism , | find 
it an important issue, bit I hate it when kids turn unneces- 
sarily militant about it. | mean , when they talk a lot or 
when they think they are worth more being vegan . They 
probably should use their strength for direct action, cos 
that’s something thet really counts. I’d say I believe in 
vegan revolution, cos people must keep on fighting for 
the innocent’s freedom . But fight in real life, like do some- 
thing to hurt the industry and stuff, but not giving shit to 
people cos they’re not vegan. You can’t dictate what oth- 


ers should do,you’re not them to say what’s best for 
them. 

: Could in the lyri 2 a 
Boro:The lyrics, I think, are plain and simple. If I 
have to explain them in a single sentence, it would 
be that I have chosen my path, I can’t be easily blinded 
or fooled, I know who I can trust - I will hold on! I 
hope that a lot of people feel the same way too! 

W b t e M 6é ? 
what’s the d’ ; 

Boro:Don’t look for a hidden message and meaning. It 
can mean whatever you want it to,but in the same 
time it’s just another band name. 


:How do you 100k : 3 ial circuit i 
the € at Who’ ? 
wea % atti W 3 9 


Chris: Sure I haven’t let down the DI Y attitude.! still 
believe in it and see it as the real way to represent the 
hardcore ideas. And I guess I’m not alone in that ,cos 
J see many kids around the world doing their own 
zines, putting up DIY shows,etc. So I still think that 
this philosophy has a strong hold on the hardcore 
movement. For me hardcore has always been about 
doing your own stuff and being independent from 
the big companies the mass media and all the other 
money -hungry bastards. But I’m also disappointed 
to see some independent labels trying to rip bands 





off, and in the same time there are bigger companies 


‘who are loyal and respectful and still doing it for the 


kids (but they get more sales and become bigger). I 
can’t judge directly the Western scene, cos I’ve never 
been there and haven’t seen enough of it to say if it sucks 
or not. It’s true that it’s growing a lot, which means more 
people go to shows buy records, etc,so it’s obvious record 
companies get more money. | think it’s up to the kids to 
decide which labels , bands , shows to support. 

But there’s something else that I complain a lot 
about: that’s the great separation that now exists in 
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the scene. It’s like many small scenes, that fight 
eachother - emos, militant vegans, metal edgers, nyhe- 
type or I don’t know what the hell . Jeez where’s the 
unity? What are we going to achieve when we can’t 
stop fighting with each other. Especially all those 
crews that pretend to be so tough and hard , come on 
... are you trying to be the rulers or something?! 
NA: If a fire breaks out in your house which are the 
st three vinyls you’ll save before all gets fucked? 
Chris:Ha ha ha! I’ll throw my sister’s to save mine 
from the fire, but if it doesn’t help I guess I’ll grab 
first Cro Mags “Age Of Quarrel” 10”, Chain Of 
Strength “True Till Death” 7”, Gorilla Bisquits “Start 
Today” LP, mmmm , can I get some more in here? 


NA:How do you feel about tattoing and what does 
it mean to you? Why do you think it’s so wide- 
spread in the hardcore scene? 


Chris:Tattooing is something very personal for me. 
It’s beyond fashion, demonstration,ete. It’s something 
that is totally for yourself and something you feel so 
strong about. I don’t understand senseless drawings 
that just look cool . But as I said it’s personal choice, 
so [ can’t judge whether it’s senseless or not. Just do it 
for yourself and not for the look and the fashion , that’s 
how I see it! Tattoos are everlasting and hardcore is 
meant to be so, that’s why I think it’s widespread in 
the scene. And cos it’s cool!!! Sure it is!!! 

NA: What do you do for living ? Do you like your job? 
Chris:I study ecology in university and | hope this will 
be a great part of my future life. But as you may know 
there’s not that much money in it and I still have four 
years ‘till graduating ,so for now I’m running a small 
business with my father.I’m distributing soya products | 
don’t get that much , but it still pays the 
bills plus I’m my own boss, which is very 
important for me.I can have my time like I 
want it and noone is exploiting me. You 
know I’d rather start my own family busi- 
ness than work as fuck for someone else and 
get almost nothing . So in this way I like my 
job,but on the other hand I hate to see how 
fucked up the business work is. People al- 
ways try to rip off each other, but I try to be 
loyal as much as I can. On the other side I’m 
supporting the vegetarian idea as I’m bring- 
ing the alternative of the meat industry and 
this in some extent is making me happy! 


NA: OK , here’s the place to spread 
your personal message. 


Chris:Eat soya and drink soda!!! 


NA:What’s to be expected from 
Meanstream in the near future . 
What’s up with that newsletter you 


wanted to start doing? 
Chris: We have fucking cool T-shirts out 
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so drop a line and get your size if you want to be 
cool. Ha ha ha ! No kidding , I’m deadly serious,the 
shirts are superb!!! We hope to record some new ma- 
terial “till the end of the year , but who knows if we’ll 
have money. I’ll probably have to convince more 
people to buy soya products and give them alittle flyer 
saying:” by purchasing your vegetarian food, you will 
immediately support a group of young artists, please 
don’t let their talent waste away... eat more soya!”.The 
first issue of our newsletter (I’m doing it with an- 
other guy) is out and we already spread it around. 
But it’s only in Bulgarian, so you dumb enough to 
speak only English ,don’t bother to ask for it , it’s 
only for our kids ... support the local scene, right? 
A:I_ guess that’s all. Thanx for your time. An 
final comments or shoutouts to anyone? 
Chris:Thanx a lot for letting us speak out. I’ts so 
fucking great that you are doing this zine. It was about 
time someone sat on his ass (girls don’t feel isolated 
please) and do it! No more complains about the scene 
in Bulgaria , it’s all in our hands to make it better. 
Also my warm gratitude goes out to all the people 
abroad who give us support and show interest. Feel 
free to write me and say what you think. Communi- 
cation is the key to understanding!!!Take care! 


- Meanstream / Christian: 
Todor Viaykov str. 
BL13.VH2.AP29. Varna 


9008.Bulgaria./ e mail: 


XitsoX@ ms3.tu-varna.acad.b 
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_ UNITED KINGDOM 


by Albatross- 4 Caple Rd. London NW10 8AB 





The 1 in 12 club is carrying on with the usual sum- 
mer festivals. The odd gig is organised in London by 
Adam Geynes (7Haredon Close.London.SE23 3TG). 
New music: The awesome Month Of Birth days has 
a CD out (eventually on vinyl too).Bob Tilton’s LP 
is out. Soon on Subjugation will be a new Beacon 
7” & Bob Tilton7”. 

Zines: How We Rock is the definitive zine of 
the UKHC scene, get it from Armed With Anger. A 
new Tinderbox (Rob-31Quakers Rd.Downend. 
Bristol BS16 6JE) should be coming out soon. 

Mailorders:UK distros are awesome-DIY, carry 
lotsa stuff. If you want UKHC write to these distros: 
Armed With Anger:(POBox 487,Bradford,BD2 4 
YU), Subjugation:(POBox191,Darlington,DL3 8YN) 
Caught Offside:(7 Meadow View,Leeds, LS61 JQ) 
Persistent Vision:(Jim Hart-POBox 30,82Colston 
Str, Bristol, BS1 SBB), Class Rees:(5 Paterson Terrace, 
East Kilbride, Glasgow G75 OBA, Scotland).Videos: 
Mel Hughes (83 Glebe Park,Chanterhill, Enniskillen, 
BT74 4DB,N. Ireland). 


CZECH REPUBLIC _ 
(by Roman Soumar-POBox 67.41 2 O1 Litomerice.) 


Bands:Exit Only(Petr-Daliborova20,41201 Litomeri 
ce) is a band from my town. They play cool variation of 















original he with screamed vocals. Their 
gigs aren’t frequent, but when they play 
it’s always an event.Amity (Martin- 
Hrdlovska 643,417 05 Osek) are a 
young band with sound like Endpoint 
and original voice. Their first 7” is out 
now on Minority recs. Ember (Cenda- 
Krizova 155 , 356 01 Sokolov) have a 
new 7” on Day After recs, it’s really 
great music-if you like Unbroken, then 
you'll love them. Delusion (Jan-Na 
Ohrade 521, 386 02 Strako nice) play 
fast he like Strife. Apples (Jan-Zahradni 862, 386 01 
Strakonice) are really another kind of hc/punk/pop. 
They’ve female vocalist and sound like a mix of Ashes 
with punk. Spleen (Jan-Holeckova 516, 386 01 
Strakonice) is popcore music, they have a CD out now. 
Clean State (Robert - Zemedelska 12, 16000 Praha 6) 
play emo/punk /pop sung in Enghlish. They have a LP 
/ CD / MC “Saltish” on Day After recs and are really 
good . Kriticka Situace (see Clean State address) have 
a new EP called “Forgiveness”.They’re an old he band 
arid I like them a lot, cos their music and lyrics changed 
my life and thinking. Lumen are from Prague and lis- 
tena lot to Integrity,so you can imagine what they sound 
like.Sunshine (Kay-Archy’s, Zizkova 236, 39001 Ta- 
bor) what can I say when I just love them. Do you like 
Still Life, Julia and similar Ebullition bands? So you’ll 
love Sunshine too.They have an LP “Nice Songs” and 
now a split 7” with Julia on Day After recs.Some new 
bands are: Kevorkian, Mindshift, Pozor Schod, 
Landmine Spring, Intro, Anyway. 

Labels: Day After recs is the best hc label around 
here. The guys do a distro too and have more than 
1000 titles, fast and have nice prices. Some of their 
releases are: Kriticka Situace, 4Walls Falling, Junk, 
Nothing Remains, Eversor, Lifetime, Serpico, Em- 
ber, etc. Address is:D.A.(Mira Paty-Horska 20,352 
01 AS). Kukisaka (for address see Spleen) is a new 
label .They released a new Spleen CD. Malarie recs 
(Martin-Ropice 281,739 56 Trinec 6) 
carry many grind/noise/hc titles in their 
distro. Check them out.._Zines: my 
zine,called Minority is about he music. 
You can find there opinions, reviews, 
interviews and more. Costs $5 for 1 is- 
sue (ed: what a fair price!!!).If you want 
to know more about the Czech scene or 








want to send me a contribution for my 
zine, you’re welcome. 
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MALAYSIA 
(by Mat/Pang zine-51 A JIn.Sg.Perlings. Kg.Sg. 
| Perling 81200 Tampoi.Johor,W. Malaysia ) 
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First of all, thanx to the editor for giving me some 
space to write about the underground scene in Malay- 


sia. I will start with some oi/ 
punk bands. My faves are The 
Bollocks who play 80’s Brit- 
style punk rock.If you like 
Exploited,they’re just for you. 
A demo is available and a 7” 
on Tiem An Nem 89 Recs. 
The Splatters’re also influ- 
enced by the same style witha 
bit of Oi! and sound more 
like4-Skins. They have a demo 
out. The old band of our scene 
is Carburetor Dung who 
have released one demo and a 
debut album,also maybe a new 
EP by the time you read this. 
It’s punk rock and melodic hc, 
but their new release will be 
more raw than previous ones. 
Pill grims DC is the new name 
of a band formed in 
“89.They’ve released one 
demo and two full-length albums. Also a new album 
is on the way with the name “...de capo”. Speaks play 
melodic he like Fugazi and crusty stuff ala 
Conflict.Two demos out. Acid Rain are from Penang 
and have two demos of 80’s Brit punkrock. A.C.A.B. 
from Kuala Lumpur is my fave and a really great band. 
Oi!/ska stuff with great vocals. They have a demo and 
are now planning to release a 7” through Bover Bridge 
Recs. The Maniacs released their first demo on 
Strange Culture Recs.Sound more like 4-Skins & Last 
Resort..A new band from Pahang is The Blades who’ re 
planning to release their first demo; recently they played 
their first gig and it was amazing! 

Now let’s move to the hc bands. Chronic Mass 
are from Kuala Lumpur and started out in ‘91. Up to 
now they have a demo called 
“Chronical Messed” and a split demo 
with Basic Right. They are influenced 
by Damnation, EC. Basic Right are 
from the same area. Very good perfor- 
mance at gigs. Sound more groovy 
technically, stuff like Snapcase. 24 
Reasons is my all-time fave he band. 
Sound mixture between punk rock, 
crust, old school he. Their latest demo 
is really great. Before this one they have 
one comp. demo with bands like Hos- 
tile Disgrace, Betrayed, UHG. My 
own town’s hc outfit Never Ending 
Treats come up with what they call 
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brutal he with double vocals. Sound like early 
Abhinanda, Grimlock. Check out their first demo 
coming out soon. Terrorist Contra sound like 
Nailbomb meets Sepultura 
with a bit of hc sound . All 
the way from Perak is Di- 
saster Funhouse - sound 
more like old stuff ala YOT, 
GB, Warzone. Arm In Arm 
play progressive style he 
with rap-touch. Slapjaw’ re 
old school styled, also from 
Peneng. The only compila- 
tion is from As It Is Recs 
featuring bands from all 
around Malaysia, such as 
Project AK, Another Side, 
Disaster Funhouse 
Chronic Mass, NET. Now 
they are preparing a tour for 
the bands on the comp. 

Fanzines: Aedes was the 
oldest one, but doesn’t ex- 
ist any more, cos the editor 
is wor king as a writer for the only underground col- 
umn in a Malaysian daily newspaper, called The 


Sun. Vortex From The East is also an underground 


fanzine.Current issue is # 18 featuring variety of 
music styles, interviews, adds, etc. Suffer Age is more 
about he stuff. In my opinion this is the best Malay- 
sian fanzine. Latest issue #3 is out now with Insane, 
Basic Rghts, Doughnuts, (ed: Oh fuck, they are ev- 
erywhere!) Rejuvenate, etc. Price is $4. (ed-another 
fair diy price). Pang Zine covers punk /he and a bit 
of metal music. Needs more bands and stuff for re- 
view. Labels, zines, bands please send your material. 
By the time you read this #3 will be out, so those 
interested should send $3 well concealed cash. 
Galeman is a newsletter with a second issue out 
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now.Interviews with NET, Stampin Ground, Blind 
fold, Timebomb.Some scenereports too. Costs $1. 50. 
Out of Step has a lot of articles, issue #4 costs $1.50. 
Buddy Holly has a really friendly editor. A lot of 
local band interviews plus nice layout. Issue #5 is 
out now and costs $4. (ed-the list of addresses is too 
long and fucked to be put in, so please write to this 


guy Mat if you want more info on this huge scene!) 


= *) -)! BULGARIA 
(by Christian/MEANSTREAM-Todor Vlaykov 
str.bl 13.vh2.ap29.Varna 9000. Bulgaria.) 


Through writing this scene report I’ll try to expose 
my views on the Bulgarian hc / punk scene from the 
time when it started until present day,& the way it 
developed. All that you will read here is judged from 
my point of view and the way I see things thruout the 
years. I kinda find it important to write somethin 






like that, than plain scene report full of ee 


bands and zines’ names, to which you won’t 
pay any attention if you don’t see them in 
some well - known zine, label or distro. 
Well, I still remember the time when 
metal was the real thing, and the only 
shows you could go to were full of drunk 
metalheads in leather jackets, who didn’t 
really care about the bands, but rather to 
rob some little kid of his money, shirt 
and patches.These were definitely not 
very bright days of my life, cos I was one 
of those lil’ kids scared to go to metal 
shows, but still doing it, cos... cos metal 
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was da thing. I still don’t know why some of these 
drunks decided one day to call themselves punk, but 
the only change that they achieved was to get even 
dirtier & more drunk. Actually that’s how the first punk 
bands came on stage- Fitil and Abortion in Varna and 
Milena and Control in Sofia. That was in the late 
‘80s, but I guess it wasn’t the beginning of the hc/ 
punk scene at all, cos these bands didn’t care about 
diy or spreading any message. All lyrics were about 
drinking,sex and hooligans (actually that’s exactly 
what they were!). None of them is still around (maybe 
only the drummer of my band), now they’re just drunk 
pieces of shit or big rockstars, who don’t listen to punk 
anymore. It was clear from day one that that’s what 
they wanted to be! 

Back in these days and the early 90s a small group 
of kids started getting in touch with the punk/hc scene 
abroad by writing tons of letters and hoping to get 
some zines and records for free or to trade them for 
Bulgarian folk records and vodka! (ed-no shit! that’s 
the real truth!), Luckily there were decent and caring 
people to give us a helping hand and send music & 
info so that we come to know the red diy punk/hc 
scene. The real deal was to send vodka and trade a 
bottle for a record; it seemes like the punks abroad 
liked our drink a lot, but I still have the feeling that 
most did the trade not for the alcohol,but rather to 
help us out,That’s how we found out about bands 
like Discharge, Anti-Cimex, Sound of Disater, 
Shitlikers, Doom, Disrupt,etc. and a little bit later 
about YOT, GB, AF, SOIA, zines like MRR, 
CrossBlock, Open Up! (ed-one of the best zines 
ever!). There’re a couple people who desrve our respect 
and a big thanx for not letting us down. With all this the 
real thing for me began! 

From these days on, many of us tried to form differ- 
ent bands and I’Il always remember the nights in the 
base ments, staying with friends and trying to play he; 
trying to make songs about problems that concerned 
us. In these days we had a feeling which some of us 
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still share.The first band that brought hc/punk on stage 
and really made lotsa kids to pay attention was Con- 
front. They sounded like the early anarcho-punk bands 
(Discharge,Anti-Cimex). Simple three-chord songs, 
but really powerful and aggressive with raw vocals. 
Lyrics were mostly against the system - a couple of 
lines easy to remember and sing along to.The best thing 
was that they sang in Bulgarian, so 
that everyone could understand 
them.This was in 91-92 when some 
really good shows started to happen - 
kids were 100% there, 
screaming,dancing and releasing 
their anger and frustrations. About the 
Same time another band called Dissi- 
dent came up.They were like 
Confront,but more crusty sounding 
(and looking) with double vocal, 
more energy and aggression. Both 
bands started actively playing shows 
and released 100% DIY demo tapes. 
Now talking about Straight Edge, 
I remember how in ‘93 there were 
only two people of the kind - a friend 
of mine and me. But this crazy guy 
from Sofia Dixxxie got involved too 
and in “94 he formed a SE band in 
Sofia, called Face Up! They played 
their first show in Varna together with 
Confront and Dissident,and brought 
a new sound - mixture of 88 old 
school spirit and fast FTF parts. Af- 
ter a couple of breaks the guys are 
still around, but unfortunately none 
of them is SE any more. However, 
they’re still dedicated to the scene and are more pow- 
erful and tuff compared to their first appearances. In 
95 things started to get better. Confront were no more 
and Dissident played their last show, but a few new 
bands appeared in Varna and Sofia . In Varna it was 
Mean stream (where [| play guitar), Silencebreak, 
Years Of Violence (anarcho-punk) and Indignity 
(tough NYHC). In Sofia - Last Hope (early Slapshot 
sound), Strategy X (fast old school hc), Forward 
(where the editor sang) who later tuned to Stand X 
Strong (fast old shoolish stuff) started playing. Most 
of these bands played their first shows on punk/hc fes- 
tival in Varna and later on in ‘95 Meanstream , Last 
Hope, Strategy X, and Indignity released their demo 
tapes. Everything was carried on a DIY level; each band 
made their own recordings at the cheapest studios, made 
their own covers and gave money for tapes and pressing. 
Distribution was done also among us, we traded tapes, sold 
them at shows or gave them to shops (some of which 
ripped off the more popular bands like Confront). 


Me and Jordan (ma buddy from Sofia) started a 
small distro for tapes and zines called Free Mind. Its 
main purpose was to sell stuff to the kids in Bulgaria, 
cos there wasn’t really any possibility to get he tapes, 
except by mail. So we were getting such from abroad 
and selling them for non-profit (ed-even with a loss) 
at shows and among friends. After some time people 





got really interested , but we lost a lot of money due to 
the economical crisis in our country. Now it’s more 
than hard for the kids to give even $1.5 for a tape.(ed- 
my daily wage was like $5, that’s for a ten hour work- 
ing day!And my wage was considerably good!) 

Up to now most of the shows happened in Varna at 
a pretty good hall called Orbita (something like 
CBGB’s for us), but at every show there’re always 
bands from Sofia playing. They don’t get any money 
even for travel expences, cos we can’t make enough 
from the gig; we only provide them with sleeping places 
and food. Talking about money I can say that now it’s 
not a problem to organize a show in Varna, cos the 
traditions are already set.There’s always like 200 -250 
people coming up, so we make enough money to cover 
the basic expences. Door price is really low, at the 
moment it goes like $0.25 (the price of one bread or 
even less). At first shows were more like a fighting pit 
and many got hurt, but now kids learned how to have 
fun and it’s more like dancing and stagediving. It’s 
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still brutal , but now one can see unity among the kids, 
there’s no fights cos they all know each other & are 
having a good time. (ed- note that he’s talking about 
gigs in Varna.In Sofia it’s still like a wrestling match; 
Christian got his head broken on the last gig.We get 
banned from each hall we play, so thus we got a seri- 
ous problem with halls, and gigs are not that frequent. 
(ed-As Christian says “that’s Sofia Hardcore!!!’”). Per- 
haps you already noticed that I’m talking only about 
Sofia and Varna, but that’s cos these are the only towns 
where there’re real hardcore scenes. Throughout the 
years we built good bonds of friendship, based on re- 
spect and loyality.We kinda formed a Bulgarian 
hardcore community (ed-that’s too exaggerated 
Chris!). Whatever we do, we do it together- 
shows,comp. tapes, distri bution, etc.we actually live 
as one scene - no East coast -West side shit (NB! - 
Varna is situated on the east coast and Sofia on the 
West side of the country). We still haven’t heard of he 
bands from other towns,but we’re looking for such. 
Talking about fanzines there’s not much to say. 
Counter Attack is an underground zine dealing with the 
death metal scene,but the editor is very open minded and 
supports the he scene a lot. In every issue there’s an inter- 
view with a he band from here.He also releases tepes and 
together with the metal stuff he strongly 
supports Sofia he. There’s also this 
crazy muthafukka Jordan doing Never 
Again and Alex (vocalist of Last Hope) 
is working on the first issue of his zine 
called Rise’n’Shine, but only god 
knows when it will come out (ed-he 
doesn’t know too, actually Alex doesn’t 
know himself!). There’s a girl in Varna 
who’s put out #1 of an ad - only type 
of zine, but I know she’s working on 
another issue which will be more 
personal.The active bands at the mo- 
ment are: from Sofia we got Face Up! 
who released one demo and a split tape 
with Last Hope, who apart from this 
have a demo out too. Strategy X-an- 
other old school band have a demo re- 
leased in ‘95. Turn Down recently put their demo out on 
Counter Attack prod.Catch As Catch Can are a brand 
new band playing mostly fast tunes; it’s a side project of 
Tum Down’s bassist. Human Mask is a band set up since 
*91,which now plays with a new line up (the editor of this 
zine plays drums there). Probably a demo will be put out in 
the near future. Doesn’t sound like the other stuff from 
here. In Varna there’s Outrage who recently put out a split 
tape with Indignity - they got ademo out too. Meanstream 
appeared on Yann Boisleve’s comp. CD and have a *95 
demo too. Just A Product is a pop punk band who have 





two demos out. Also Face Da Fist play mostly cover songs. 
Well, I guess that’s mostly what’s going on around 
here. I think we have accomplished a lot, but still 
have much more to do. It’s real pity that most of the 
kids are concerned mainly with the music, having 
tattoos and being tough. But I’m sure that there are 
and will always be people who will strive to make 
the hardcore movement live around here. (ed- A big 
shout out to all the bands and peope working for the 
hardcore scene here! know it’s hard, but at least what 
we do is for real! Bulgaria Hardcore on the map!) 






_SLOVENIJA 


(by NGian Rusjan,Pot Na Breg 8.5250 Solkan.. 
Slovenija) 


Slovenija - a small country,which was formed six years 
ago with the separation of Yugoslavia and is now rapidly 
changing into the capitalist system. So it mostly sucks down 
here, because if you don’t make profit you’re not interest- 
ing for “normal” people. That’s why we have a lot of prob- 
lems with places for rehearsals and shows. However, there’re 
still some bands, which are worth checking out. The most 
famous Slovenian hardcore band is probably Wasserdicht 
(Dejan Pzegar/ Smetanova 82. 2000 Maribor). They are 
playing great fast and brutal kinda hardcore and have re- 








leased a split LP with Scuffy Dogs (sold out!) as well as a 
split 7’ with Konstukt. Both records are out on a label 
called Jay Walk, which is run by the band’s vocalist. Next 
great band is Scuffy Dogs(Andraz Humar/ Gradnikove b. 
33. 5000 Nova Gorica) who play melodic, but still pretty 
ageressive punk rock. Until now they have released the al- 
ready mentioned split LP and a 7’ on Nuclear Sun Punk 
recs (Richard - c.p.114.34170 Gorizia.Italy). The CD with 
all their mate rial should come out soon. Members of Scuffy 
Dogs also play in Pizda Materna who are getting better 
and better with every show they play. Sounds like anarcho- 
crust with screamed female and male vocals.They plan to 
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release a 7’ on Jay Walk soon. Another band that has a 
7” out is Man In The Shadow. This is my own band and 
we play a sort of emo core with desperately screamed vo- 
cals or something like that. Then there’s a band called Noise 
Order (Curin Mitja / Ptujska cesta 11.2270 Ormoz) who 
released an LP on Impaled Production and play grind/hc 
like Agathocles. There are also some good bands like Not 
The Same (Robi Andrejas - Loke 12.1422 Trbovlje) who 
play excellent skatepunk, and Request Denied - very simi- 
lar to 108.They have 3 krsna members in the band. (ed- 
what a shame!!!).The last bands have released only demos 
up to now.Of course we have many other hc/punk-wanna- 
be but most of them don’t give a shit about anything and 
don’t deserve to be mentioned. 

In the last two years I have noticed an explosion of 
new zines and here are some names - 13 Brat (see the 
reporter’s add ress) has 5 issues out. Deals with emo / se 
/ anarcho-punk stuff. Psst (Tea Hvala/ Slovenska cesta 
31.5281 Sp. Idrija) - 2 issues out, many non - musical 
things. V.I-T-R.I.O.L. (Jolanda Roskar/ Hajdose 43/ 
¢.2251 Ptuj) has 4 issues out, anarcho-crust-grind orien- 
tated and sometimes appears as a newsletter. Jay-Walk 
comes with only one issue out, but the second is coming 
soon and it’s very good. Dickhead (Sebastian Iskra - 
Rozmanova 4a.6250 il. Bistrica) - 2 issues out. Deals 
with punk and he. Also here are some labels: White 
Crime, Musical Destruction Tapes, Debila Records. 

I think this is more or less everything about the 
Slovenian punk and hardcore scene . Well, I have to 
add that in Slovenija there are a lot of noise bands 
like Anonimni Alkoholiki, who have split 7” with 
Bloodsuckers, also Deca Debilana. But I’m not re- 


ally into such stuff , so I cannot say much about it. 
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POLAND be ce 
(by Rob REFUSE distro/label: POBox 7.02-792. 
Warszawa 78.Poland) 


Hello to all hardcore people in Bulgaria . I want 
to tell you some words about a straight edge scene 
not so far away from your country, from the same ex- 
political and military block... i.e. Poland. In the last 
months we had very big floods. Many people lost 
their homes and every thing they had , more than 
fifty people died and lots of animals too. Lotsa people 
were helpless, but politicians, the police and army 
didn’t help them. The beaurocracy was so big that 
many couldn’t get real help and it was so hard to get 
food, water and other needed products. But I live in 
Warszaw , so I was safe from the disaster and can tell 
you about the scene in here, about our bands , zines 
and other projects. 

OK , let’s start with AGNI HOTRA (Rob: ul. 
Siemiatycka 15/69. 01-132 Warszawa) who are from 
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my town and symphatise with the Krsna ideology (but 
I don’t!!!). They released a demo tape “Protect Your 
Friends” and CD called “Govinda”.The music they 
play is very good, original and modern-something be- 
tween old and new style hc. Lyrics aren’t cool -they 
sing about religion and god and I’m not really inter- 
ested in it, especially I don’t like religion in hardcore, 
too much of it around us and I’m sick of it!!! AWAKE 
(contact thru STC) is a hardedge style straight edge 
band with one released tape called “S. E. paration”. 
Their full length cd’s out on X STC X . I have heard 
their new recordings were great. PURE (Stasiak: 
ul. Torunska 34.62-600.Kolo) is one of the best Polish 
sxe bands and their first tape “Message” reminds me 


of Chokehold.They have personal lyrics and the atti- 


tude is really DIY and open minded. Plans are set for 
recording a cd in the near future. Members of SUN- 
RISE (Patryk os. Pulanki 4/13.27-400 Ostrowiec sw.) 
are quite active-they organize shows and do the 
Firestorm fanzine. Their tape “Fire Walk With Me” 
is a five track slow hard edge.(ed: what the fuck is this 
hard edge thing?!The new trend or something?). IN- 
FLEXIBLE (Sebastian: ul. Przedwiosnie 15/23.94 - 
140 Brzeziny) are the most brutal and heavy band, 
influenced by names like Congress and Liar.Their tape 
“Progress of Hatred” is really metallic and one 
doesn’t expect from these guys lyrics about love and 
flowers! Now BLAZE (Adam:Opawska 82 c/3. 47- 
400 Raciberz) is probably the most original and non- 
typical sxe band with very good lyrics. Their first tape 
will be released on my label . K.O. play very fast 
hardcore with political lyrics and I hope they record 
some songs soon, cos I’m really interested in this band. 
SALVATION is a new band, but I haven’t heard them 
yet, so I don’t know what kind of music they play... 
We also have some interesting straight edge fanzi 
nes, but all are written in our own language, so if you 
want to read them you got to learn Polish first. The 


oldest one is my own zine Refuse as the first issue. 


was put out three years ago and the second is coming 
out soon (ed: this seems promising!) It’s a political, 
anarchist oriented, vegan , 100% DIY sxe zine. Other 
cool zines are Rowno waga, Reality, Lampart, Posi- 
tive outlook, Impact and Upright. Oh yes, we have 
a lot of other bands and zines, but most of them are 
boring pro-life /hardliners and don’t expect me to 
support them!!! 

Some straight edge labels are YOUTH CUL- 
TURE (POBox 39.02-303 Warszawa 39) - run by gui- 
tarist of Agni Hotra and a girl. They released tapes of 
Agni Hotra, Pure, Blindfold and Inflexible. REFUSE 
is my label with released tapes of Kto Ukradl 
Ciastka(rip), Cymeon X(rip) Zlodieje Rowerow. 
STRAIGHTENING THE CONSCIOUSNESS 
(POBox 25.60-974 Poznan 54) is run by Adam of 
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Respect and he released Respect and Awake tapes. 

Some members of the sxe bands play in other pro jects like 
FRONTSIDE new school he -3 tapes out, HOSTILITY slow 
ctust-2 tapes out, LA AFERA political hc/punk-one Ip and 4 
tapes.SILNA WOLA crust -10” ep and tape and 
DYSMORFOBIA -Neurosis style. 

Here are also two organisations: EARTHWELL 
(Marcin Lejek: ul.Mickiewicza 2/54.21-500 Biala Pod laska) 
and Gruop For Life Without Addictions (Virus: POBox 
49.90-983 Lodz). 

OK,that’s all for the moment.Write to me, I am inter- 
ested in contacts and I can take your stuff on my distribution 
or we can trade . | want to get in contact with other people 
from Eatern Europe,we should support our scenes. 


me Urextcgiat Eadeges Privacy - FFP 
ADAM SALILC 

PO BOX 25 
GO-DF 4 PORMNAN 
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Here goes an interview with Stef of the Belgian EMPOWER distribution and SPLIN- 
TER newsletter. It was taken some time ago, but the questions discussed in here, are in fact 
pretty important issues , which can never be outdated . They truly deserve more attention 
than they actually get in the hardcore scene. Anyway , Stef is doing a great job for the scene 
and his word really needs to be heard! Read on and enjoy, some may even get wiser ,who 
knows... 

:So we go , lotsa e€ w_ about yo 
ing about yourself and what you doing! 
Stef: I guess I got my first hc records and tapes around ’86 or something . Slowly I got involved 
around’88, when I started buying my fist zines and writng letters Some friends asked me to try to 
sell their releases to friends around here and so everything got started. I led to the distro / mailorder 
Empower which I’ve been doing for some years and it’s still more alive than ever. With the money 
[ succeeded making from it, I try to keep my newsletter Splinter alive.It’s free, written in English, 
appears every few months, with reviews , opinions , bits of letters, info, addresses , etc. I’m cur- 
rently printing at least 1000 copies, so I need to get enough money together. I also recieve and send 
off a lot of mail ,which is great making me know hundreds of people, but it makes things so busy 
and hectic at times Occasionally I play in a band, but that’s not totally working out at the moment. 
At times I try to write a report or article for other zines or newsletters. Professionally , 1am working 
a full time job as a social worker . I’m also a board member of a center for homeless young adults 

and do their newsletter, Oh yes, I’m vegetarian and drugfree. 
Stef: At this point , there’s not much to tell about it . It has not even got a steady lineup. We have 
been floating around for ages.The former bands that I was in were pretty emo and_noisy and I 
think future bands might also be kinda in the same direction . But there’s really nothing goin on 
now. 
NA:In your last letter you sai u_did ike “musical questions”, why? 
Stef: Probably because I have read too many of them so far.They are all about loving this 
band or that record and plugging that band and telling how one knows people from these 
bands , about how that show was and how that record was sup posed to be. It’s so boring 
and pointless, like idolizing crap or something . It seems like all the answers given are 
always the same. However, it’s ok if one wants to ask musical questions, but I’m tired of 
zines which are too apathetic or lazy ,or superficial to ask about other items and be critical. 
:Let’s switch now to a different topic and talk about politics. Are you into it 
and why if so? 
Stef: Yes, [ am into politics. But I’m not into political parties and ideologies. Far from that the 
conventional political system is a big disappointment , especially be cause of the people in it and 
the system in itself. However , I think politics are important in the form of personal politics. I 
think opinions are important and all the other things connected to that.They are one of the levels 
on which one can still attempt to determine one’s own thoughts and actions. Even if this sounds 
cheesy and superficial. Anyway - to me politics (personal ) is about opinions. Opinions can tum 
into disagreement. And they can be killed by apathy, political apathy. Thus giving a blank card 
to those we shouldn't trust for one moment.Therefore opinions are power and feed whatever one 
could call anger . Drown the apathy ina pool of interest and concern. That’s why I’m into politix! 
A:What’s your point on communism and can it ever work out? 
Stef: Obviously there’s a lot to say pro and contra it. Iam not pro-communism , but neither 
against it. It has some good points,which seem to be forced down by the negative aspects 
highlighted by the media and the general political scenery! I just think communism is not 
something one can use on a large scale. A communist -alike set-up is by definition prefer- 
ably used for smaller communities or soci al entities I think the larger the size, the less 
people feel connected to something making them so tiny, the less.concern for the entity as 
a whole I think the application of the so - called “communist” system (which was not 
really a communist system , but it rapid ly evolved to a state -centered system , having no 
link with the original intentions) in full-sized megacountries like USSR and so further , is a 
direct proof of the fact that communist destiny is not to be found on larger scales. 
Mankind is by nature a self-centered existence and this takes first place when there 
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is no longer a common goal which can be linked to 
one’s own benefit. I think there’s less chance of that 
if applying it to a small entity. 

On the other hand there’s also people who will never 
be able to live in a communist - alike system , since 
they need a leader - servant system . So there is no real 
way around that. I guess there’s a lot to say and discuss 
so these are merely a few thoughts I had at the moment. 
I think I can say I’m not pro or against something from 





the first minute on.There’s a good stuff to be distracted 
out of any system.We should indeed focus on the good 
and useful stuff, instead of moaning about the bad sides. 


NA: How about using violence to reach goals? Not 


itics, but also in defending anima 
rights. What about the A.L.R? 
Stef: Let me start by telling you that I’m a real cow- 
ard as far as violence is concerned, [ can run very fast 
when necessary and that’s it. However, think violence 
is often a necessary evil. A simple example: when 
there is someone beating up an old person on the street, 
would you feel like talking to the one doing the beat- 
ing? Answer this one for yourself.When it becomes 
violence for the sake of violence used as a tool when 
there’re also other tools to be tried first (this is very 
subjective too) , then it’s wrong! Problem : who’ll be 
the judge?How does this relate to terrorism? I have 
spent tons of letters,discussions and reading hours on 
this and I’m not out it yet! As far as I know, the ALF 
does not use violence aimed at peo ple, but merely at 
buildings,equipment and other properties. That is some 
difference,although violence remains violence to a lot 
of people. Also the media (including ALF’s own me- 
dia) play a big part in profiling the term “violence”. 
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: Whatd a ea i ’t it 


quite a lot exaggerated?! 

Stef: | think you have succeeded in answering your 
own question . One can expect to get up a stair,by tak- 
ing all steps in one time. It’s unreasonable and in itself 
exaggerated as a goal . Also “hardline” is often used as a 
term, but not many people know what it actually is about. 

I see a lot of people using it just as a pose, that’s it! This 
is a pity. Yes, there’s a bit of hardline in every one who is 
into vegetarianism / ve- 
ganism , being drug-free. 
It’s not necessarily all 
bad aspects-it’s the way 
one handles it and the 
way one keeps himself 
together under pressure. 
I’m not talking about the 
homosexuality is a natu- 
ral view , the anti-choice 
view, etc. That’s my 
problem with hardline, 
which is still nothing but 
an image word to many, 
cos a lot are using it with- 
out knowing what it is 
about. Finally, as to 
changing this and that 
habit, one should con- 
sider him / herself just a 
piece of the puzzle wait- 
ing to be solved. Forcing 
the puzzle into eachother is definitely not the right thing. 
Bits and pieces might be damaged , that is the essence 
of hardline as I see it. 

NA: And Karl /Earth Crisis/ isn’t he kinda poser? 
Stef: I don’t know him personally,so I can just judge from 
their interviews, the lyrix I’ve read and what people have 
told me. I think they are merely reaching a certain image 
within the scene, that’s it . It would bore the hell out of me to 
play for the same audiences most of the time. The way they 
are handling things is for sure shutting the door to a lot of 
other people-so where’s the goal and message in that? Even 
when these people hear the band’s name they will turn the 
other way. If that’s how one wants to bring about a change, 
then there’s still a lot of work to be done. Also the abortion 
stand they have is pretty distant and impersonal and defi- 
nitely anti-choice! Just like their approach on veganism , 
which is unreasonable, when Karl says also primitive tribes 
like Eskimo’s should go vegan. (ed-did he say it ? I guess he 
has gone mad from all this firestorming!). Again it’s wor 
king to achieve the tool , but not the possitive and tho ughtful 
influence on a lot of people whether they are SE or not. 
NA: What is your opinion on sexism? Why are 
women so few in the scene? 


Stef: I think it’s simple: the hc world is a true blue- 


37 


print of the rest of the world. There is no real differ- 
ence. As far as women’s involvement is concerned ,see 
what roles women play in society and have your an- 
swer. About women’s presence in the scene: he is un- 
fortunately a tough -guy-scene and I simply guess that 
most women (and certain men ) are not concerned 
about that. Luckily I feel like most women I know in 
the scene are very caring and concerned about every 
thing happening around them. I have this impression 
it’s not merely an achievement - effort or image-build- 
ing for many of them. It’s often a lot more inspiring 
what they’re doing. But I won’t generalize this totally. 


NA:So let’s talk about straight edge .What does it mean 
fo you and do you consider yourself “true till death’’? 


Stef: Over the past years, straighr edge to me has got- 
ten less and less connected with bands and records. If 
one takes away the music there isn’t much left. Then 
there’s something wrong. As I see it, straight edge is 
merely a tool nothing else.To many people it is but a 
goal, a final state in their own closed little minds. Yet, 
in fact it’s a self-empowering tool in the whole ma- 
chinery of regaining our own control over our very 
lives and thoughts. As much as I believe in taking self- 
control, which can most explicitly be found in the DIY 
approach of things , just as much I feel connected 
with being drugfree.There’s so many reasons one could 
adhere for being drugfree or straight edge. I think I 
can stand behind most of them. It’s mainly a personal- 
politics issue,with giving priorities and seeing through 
the whole charade the system has set up with this in- 
toxication network. I think ther’re more important 
things in anyone’s life than dgugs, but also anyone 
should decide for themselves.I don’t practice the art 
of pushing people, although I think it would some- 
times be the obvious thing to do. Anyway, I guess | 
could say that straight edge can, insome extent, kinda 
be seen as a concrete outcome of the DIY approach. 

[ think we’re all sure we will be “true to the end”, 
I just don’t believe in putting any of that on shirt or 
in a song. | carry inside what I think is the best for 
me and there’s no way “they”are able to kill that. Yes- 
possibly I might think in a while that being drug-free 
is a load of nonsence. So what?! think that only proves 
my values have changed and who the fuck is some- 
one else to sit down and judge my values? Also, I think 
there’re more important things to do,than see who is 
no longer drug-free and who is still SE!!! 


NA:Do you have any tattoos?What’s your point 


on tattooing? 
Stef: You can be at ease-I don’t have any tattoos.I do 


not even wear any jewelry whatsoever and only re- 
cently I got new watch.But about tattoos-I guess some 
of them are really good and make people feel good. And 
I know a bunch of people who will be sorry in some 
time! My bad side’s kinda waiting for those moments! 
NA: Say thanx to...? 

Stef: Jordan, for the questions and time you’ve given 
me to bore everyone with my blah-blah. I have so many 
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other people to thank for so many things, so giving a 
thanx list would be endless. But thanx to all real idiots 
and assholes for being real idiots and assholes-they 
keep on giving me something to be angry at. 
NA: Do you have anything else to say? 
Stef: Yes, | think it is of the most importance to sup- 
port and keep going newsletters like the one you had 
going I’ve seen in your first issue that you were taking 
a stand against the commercial exploitation of 
hardcore. I hope you are able to put that into 
practice.(ed:I actually do, you may join my project 
“BIG DICK FOR LOST’ N’ FOUND” write for more 
info!). I really do. I think we have come to a point 
when the only thing we can do is offer a serious, worthy 
and healthy alternative in opposite to the commercial 
circuit,drowning hardcore. But we need a coopera- 
tion ,we need each other’s support, information and 
communication . Thanx for the time , good luck and 
strength !Feel free to write me , I have mailorderlists 
and copies of the latest SPLINTER al ways available. 
A letter and perhaps a stamp would be considered nice! 
Stefan : (EMPOWER distro , SPLINTER n/)): 
KUYPENEVIJVER 8, 2431 LAAKDAL, BEL- 





GIUM. EUROPE. EARTH. 


MEDGEWOR KM 
DISTRIBUTION 





‘aad des: JAC. oF stamp for a complete 
catalegne of C.D, Lf). 7", deme and zines 
mainly foows on NNN, “Yogen , “Vogetarian , 
aod Ex ataff bet also Punk , Smo and Crest, 
Uganda , vines , .[abels , Evergbedg gst i» teach 
now tor 
alt fur Venn Claude Emerian 
Route de $5, bis rue du 

Verdvene “Viscio 
56850 Cauden 56000 “Vanoes 
FRANCE 


Never Again 


- Scotland. United Kingdom. (This is a free and 


: er lO) Edinburch FTis 9 





Here are some contact addresses of organizations, 
publications, mailorders,etc.I put them in here for 
those who are not only interested in sitting on their 
asses all day long and checking out colored 
catalogues.When you write,please consider enclos- 
ing a stamp or IRC,at least it’s kind and shows 
respect.Also,though some tend to forget it lately, 
hardcore has always been more than music... it has 
always been attitude!!!Get involved! 
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ALF SUPPORTER’S 






-*2* GROUP 


BCM1160. London. WC 1N 3XX .. England . 
United Kingdom. (Write and ask for their latest 


newsletter : up-to-date information on ALF actions 
around the globe,animal rights prisoners, etc. as well 


as other info you may need. ; 
McLIBEL SUPPORT CAMPAIGN 
_ [LONDON GREENPEACE | 


5 Caledonian Road.London N1 9DX. En- 
giand. United Kingdom. (after the bad way the 


trial went, these peopie need your support more than 
ever. They also have site on the net with comprehen- 
sive info on the shit McDonald’s are doing.Consider 
checking it out at: http:/Awww.McSpotlight.ore 


_ PETA (People For The Ethical 
Treatment Of Animals) | 
P.O.Box 42516.Washington DC 20015. USA. 


(Write for free materials on vegetarianism ,veganism, 
cruelty-free lifestyle, etc. Available 
literature,merchandi se, other helpful stuff. One of the 


biggest animal rights organisations in the world !) 


~ COUNTER INFORMATION | 
ORO TE 28 King str. Glasgow G 5 OP. 





























regular newsletter which keeps you updated with all 


the major actions of state resistance around the 
Bes: and ib lotsa user information = 







PW. UK. or 
at: P.O.Box 772.Bristol.BS 99 1EL. United 
Kingdom. (I don’t think they need introduction .Ask 
for mer chandise list and buy the “We’ve found new 
homes for the rich” T-shirt. May take a bit of time 
tl you get their answer but it’s worth the wait.) 










United Kingdom . (For those interested in social- 


ist and feminist action around the world. A newspa- 
per and other publications are available.) 


Never Again 









P.O.Box 49 55.Vancouver. V6B 4A6.Canada. 


(Another Fourth International newspaper. Like the 
above deals with socialist and feminist action around 





the world.Canadian comrades are issuing some other 
Pubhes ons too. Get in touch !) 





Lang : Pidingweg 33.A-5020. Salzburg. 


Austria. (Tom’s running a hardcore mailorder as well 
as a label and zine. All are focused mostly on anar- 
chism. Cosider writing him , you may help yourself.) 


CREATING 





OOO) (0) BRT DS 


Manuel Harrand_ : Simmeringer Hauptstr. 
69/12 1110 Wien. Austria . (A zine/book 


mailorder, which offers you a selection of animal/ 
earth/human liberation literature. Putting politics 
back into the scene!) 






2695 Rangewood Drive.Atlanta GA 30345. 


USA. (Headquarters of one of the best zines in the 
he scene -Inside Front -and a center of underground 
propaganda.They also have a distribution ,carrying 
lots of great stuff.Write them or lose.) 





Yann Bnicieve: BP7523. 35075 eines Cedex 


3.. France. (The editor of the famous newsletter - 
now converted into a zine - runs a great distro and a 
label . Tons of quality punk / he music, zines, second 
eon ) 


ae nes Moenietn 29 K, 41236 MG. 


Germoney. (Axel has a lot of good zines and bands 
on his list. Find your cup of tea. ) 









Mel Beenie 83 Glebe Park, Chanterhill. . 
Enniskillen. BT74 4DB.Northern Ireland. (Tons 
and tons of videos,tapes and zines.Some worthy live 
tapes can be found here, not talking about the vid- 
os... Check out his zine too.) 


REFUSE mailorder : 
Rob Matusiak : P.O.Box 7.02-793 Warszawa 78. 


Poland. (You can find all the great polish bands here, 
plus tons of others.Carries stuff from Eastern Europe.) 
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